
IST  1000 Vocation and Orientation OL, RS 

The course allows students to explore the ongoing process of vocational discernment, with 
particular attention to how vocational journeys intersect with the experience of formal 
theological education. 

IST  1001 Identity, Power and 
Difference 

RS 

This course focuses on the implications of social location and professional identity 
formation within the cultural matrices of identity, power, and difference. The class aligns 
formational work with Iliff’s commitments to diversity across the curriculum. 

IST  1002 MTS Colloquium OL 

The MTS Colloquium will help students to relate learning from various modes and forms of 
theological discourse to contemporary issues and questions, particularly those relevant to 
the student’s own professional practices and personal life. 

IST  1003 MA Seminar I: History of 
the Study of Religion 

RS 

One of two required 4 credit courses taking place over two quarters. They each meet for 
four hours per week in a seminar setting. Its purpose is to introduce students to the study of 
religion, its history, approaches and contemporary issues. It also introduces students to 
their particular sub-disciplines, enabling them to locate themselves within their particular 
fields. It works with students to develop research skills, identify thesis topics and develop a 
programmatic identity as MA students. Both seminars are required of all MA students. The 
MA Seminars are typically offered Fall and Winter Quarter each year. 

IST  1004 MA Seminar 
II:Methodology/Approach 
to the Study of Religion 

RS 

One of two required 4 credit courses taking place over two quarters. They each meet for 
four hours per week in a seminar setting. Its purpose is to introduce students to the study of 
religion, its history, approaches and contemporary issues. It also introduces students to 
their particular sub-disciplines, enabling them to locate themselves within their particular 
fields. It works with students to develop research skills, identify thesis topics and develop a 
programmatic identity as MA students. Both seminars are required of all MA students. The 
MA Seminars are typically offered Fall and Winter Quarter each year. 

IST  1005 Seeing & Believing: 
Religion & Film 

RS 

Seeing and Believing uses the aesthetic, theological and cultural study of film as the lens 
through which to think about the substance and definition of religion, the ways in which it is 



studied and practiced, and to build the core skills to be a successful student at Iliff. As a first 
year interdisciplinary class, this course also provides orientation to the academic practices 
of graduate theological education, including reading complex theoretical primary texts and 
engaging in independent research and writing. 

IST  1006 Post Colonial Globaliz.in 
Africa 

RS 

Description forthcoming. As a first year interdisciplinary class, this course also provides 
orientation to the academic practices of graduate theological education, including reading 
complex theoretical primary texts and engaging in independent research and writing. 

IST  1007 Bodies in the Christian 
Tradition 

RS 

In the last two decades, scholars have turned to the body as a lens to analyze Christian 
theology and religious practice. This class engages interdisciplinary conversations about the 
body, including God’s body in the biblical texts, historical understandings of the body in 
rabbinic Judaism and Christian theology, contemporary and historic ritual practices 
involving the body, and gender as an analytical construct that has structured our 
assumptions about bodies in theological discourse. We will engage this topic through 
readings, embodied practices, and class discussions (both online and in person). As a first 
year interdisciplinary class, this course also provides orientation to the academic practices 
of graduate theological education, including reading complex theoretical primary texts and 
engaging in independent research and writing. 

IST  1008 War & Peace in Religion OL 

The purpose of the course is to explore how the disciplines of theological/religious studies 
work together to generate significant knowledge about war and peace that matters to the 
world. Faculty members will collaboratively discuss critical questions and issues pertaining 
to war and peace on which they focus in their research. Students will learn how to use a 
comprehensive approach to crucial issues of war and peace, gain skills in doing research on 
religious and theological studies pertaining to war and peace, and will practice how to listen 
and respond by being respectful of each other’s experiences, beliefs, and values related to 
religion, war, and peace. 

IST  1009 Biblical Authority & 
Interpretation 

RS 

Debates over biblical authority within Christianity and in the public square are common 
place in American society. Such debates have a long history. "Biblical Authority and 
Interpretation" examines a wide range of perspectives on scriptural authority and 
interpretation from the history of Christianity and beyond. Engaging with such a variety of 
attitudes toward the Bible, its translation, and interpretation will help students think 



critically about their own use of scripture, and begin to articulate thoughtfully their own 
positions on the uses of Scripture in our contemporary world. 

IST  1010 Read.Protestantism 
Relig.Bestseller 

RS 

This course will examine bestselling non-fiction books associated with liberal, evangelical, 
and emerging Protestant communities. We will discuss with theological ideas, find a large 
audiences, and why. We will also discuss how theology gets packaged and marketed to 
popular audiences. 

IST  1011 Consultation & Formation RS 

Consultation and Guidance 

IST  1012 Consultation & Formation 
II 

RS 

Consultation and Guidance- Phase II 

IST  1013 Consultation &Formation 
III 

RS 

Consultation and Formation- Phase III 

IST  1014 Imagining Christian 
Practice 

RS 

This course explores Christian practices across times and places, examining Christian lives 
in bodily practices, and the ways in which Christian identity is created in art, architecture, 
and other media. 

IST  1015 Black Lives Matter HY, RS 

This course invites first-year students at Iliff to consider the intersection of theological 
education and the contemporary movement for Black lives as an iteration of a long history 
of Black struggle for liberation within the United States. Through this class, students will be 
invited to explore existential questions regarding humanity and the theological doctrine 
thereof, race, gender, sexuality, and class. Students will be encouraged to creatively engage 
diverse resources and will be introduced to activists who have been and continue to be 
engaged in the movement for Black lives. Students will begin to answer the following 
central question: How is this iterative movement for Black lives helping us to rethink or 
reconsider a Black theology, Black religiosity, and/or ministry? 

IST  1016 Wealth, Poverty, & 
Christianity 

HY 



Arguments about whether Christians are called to be poor or rich, to save or redistribute 
wealth, are older than the birth of the Christian Bible itself. From Mark 10:25 through 
medieval Franciscans, from liberation theology to the prosperity gospel, Christian’s 
thoughts and actions about money have directly impacted the church and the world. This 
course will introduce students to classic and contemporary texts from a variety of 
viewpoints that describe the relationship between wealth and poverty and historic and 
current Christianities. Students will learn to evaluate and formulate their own 
understanding of the intersection of wealth and religion, both from a theoretical/theological 
and from a social practical/peace and justice standpoint. 

IST  1017 Images of Jesus HY 

There is no one Jesus. People have imagined Jesus quite differently in different historical 
and cultural locations. This interdisciplinary seminar introduces the graduate study of 
religion generally by looking at movies, art, texts and other cultural artifacts that portray 
Jesus. Together we will consider how his followers both shape and are shaped by 
understandings of Jesus.  

IST  1018 Christianity and Evolution RS 

This course examines the variety of Christian responses to the theory of evolution, from 
rejection and hostility to qualified acceptance to embracing evolution as a theological 
resource. The course will also explore the larger issues of how different Christians interact 
with science and the implications of evolution for theological understandings of human 
nature and the existence of suffering. 

IST  1019 Why the Church HY 

This first-year interdisciplinary course explores different approaches to being the church in 
the New Testament, throughout history, and in the contemporary context. By looking 
critically and appreciatively at these embedded understandings of church, the course 
encourages students to articulate their own theologies of church responsive to their 
vocational identity, cultural context, and communal commitments. 

IST  1050 Journey Beginnings HY 

This course offers an introduction to the Journey MDiv program and to a broader 
understanding of the Iliff curriculum and faculty. It introduces students to the critical 
questions, disciplinary perspectives, and skills needed for theological education. This course 
encourages student’s self-reflection to develop a sense of identity and place within Iliff and 
within the cohort learning community model. The course is hybrid and the residential 
requirement occurs during journey week for new Journey students.  

IST  2000 Religions in the World HY, RS 

A brief introduction to the history and doctrines of some of the world's religious traditions: 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, African Religions, North American Indian 



Religions, Islam, Christianity and Judaism. The course is meant to give students ano verview 
that can then be built upon in other courses. This course is a prerequisite for IST 2131 
Comparative Philosophies of Religion. 

IST  2001 Intro to Islam HY, RS 

This is an introductory course on Islamic history, theology, and culture that provides a basic 
knowledge of the vast set of traditions known collectively as “Islam.” We will attempt to 
understand Islam not as a strict set of rituals or as a collective identity, but as a mosaic of 
practices and traditions shaped by 1,400 years of engagement with societies around the 
globe, from Arabia to Europe. It is through this attention to the diversity of beliefs and 
practices that exist among the 1.3 billion people who identify as Muslims that we will come 
to a more nuanced understanding of what Islam is and is not. 

IST  2002 Christnty.W.Europe in 
Mid.Ages 

OL, RS 

An introduction to the social, institutional and intellectual history of Christianity in Europe 
from the 9th century to the eve of the Reformation. Topics include: the schism between East 
and West, the growth and reform of the papacy, the medieval monks and friars, 
Scholasticism, the rise of the universities, the breakdown of the Thomistic synthesis, the 
decline of the papacy, conciliarism, medieval mystics, late medieval church and people, the 
Renaissance and Christian humanism. 

IST  2003 Intro to the Hebrew Bible HY, RS 

An introduction to the literature and history of ancient Israel and early Judaism with special 
attention to the various methods appropriate to studying the Hebrew Bible. 

IST  2004 Intro to the New 
Testament 

HY, OL, RS 

An introduction to the literature of Christian origins that begins with a look at the context 
out of which the New Testament emerged, then turns to the earliest extant texts, Paul's 
letters and covers the Gospels, Acts, and post-Pauline epistles. 

IST  2005 Ethical Analysis and 
Advocacy 

HY, OL, RS 

Introduction to ethical reflection about contemporary moral issues in an ecumenical and 
global context drawing on ethical and sociological theory and analysis and on theological 
and psychological perspectives. 

IST  2006 Congregations HY, OL, RS 

An introduction to the social scientific literature on congregations. Students learn basic 
methodology for analyzing congregaitons and their surrounding communities. A review of 



the empirical literature on congregations covers such issues as congregational cultures, 
leadership styles, adaptation to community change, racial/ethnic diversity, fund-raising, 
and membership growth and decline. Will substitute for Christianity in Contemporary 
American Society. 

IST  2007 Christianity in 
Cont.Amer.Society 

RS 

An examination of institutional, cultural, and ideological aspects of Christianity in the 
contemporary United States. Topics include denominational and doctrinal divisions, 
congregational cultures, membership growth and decline, gender and sexuality, and racial 
minority communities. 

IST  2008 Christianities 
inAntiquity(to600CE) 

HY, RS 

An introduction to the social, institutional, and intellectual history of Christianity in Europe 
from the beginnings through the century following the fall of the Western Roman Empire. 
Topics include: context and origins, structures of worship and ministry in the early church, 
persecution and martyrdom, early Christian thought and Greek philosophy, unity and 
diversity in early Christianity, orthodoxy and heresy, the rise of Constantine the Great, the 
Arian controversy and the Council of Nicea, early ascetic movements, and the theology of 
Augustine. 

IST  2009 Christianity in the 
Modern World 

HY, RS 

Looks at the emergence of Christianity in the modern world, from the colonialism of the late 
fifteenth century to Christianities in the Americas, Asia and Africa. An examination of the 
Aboriginal-Euro-African culture of North America; the impact of Christian missions on 
indigenous cultures and religions; Christianity in Latin America, Asia and Africa, and the 
non-Christian world; contemporary theologies in their various contexts. 

IST  2010 Constructive Theology HY, RS 

This course: (a) introduces students to the main movements in Christian theology since the 
late nineteenth century and their particular historical foundations; (b) introduces students 
to the tasks of Christian theology: its varying criteria, methods and substantive proposals on 
what it has often taken to be the fundamental human questions; and (c) enables students to 
develop a systematic statement of their own theological perspective, with attention to: (1) 
its clarity, coherence and capacity to illuminate experience; (2) its relationship to the 
resources and limitations of a particular historical tradition and the interests of a particular 
social location; (3) its relationship to alternative Christian perspectives, especially those of a 
traditionally excluded peoples; and (4) its possible implications in terms of social and 
personal praxis. 



IST  2011 Christianity from 
Reform.to Enlight 

HY 

A brief survey of classic texts in the history of Christian thought, with particular emphasis 
on the period from the Reformation to the early modern period. Designed as an exploratory 
introduction to the major themes, movements and key thinkers which have shaped the 
Protestant tradition and the ever-changing landscape of modern theology. It seeks to enable 
students to develop a critical appreciation of the historical basis of the different ways in 
which the presuppositions and assumptions of traditional Christian thought have interacted 
with the challenges of modernity. The first part of the course (1500-1750) will describe and 
articulate the theological causes and consequences of the emergence of the Reformation, the 
intersecting and conflicting pathways through which subsequent Protestant thought 
traveled and the reaction of Catholic theology through the Council of Trent. The second part 
of the course (1750-1834) will explore the entry of Protestant theology into the modern 
period, especially its confrontation with the intellectual forces which defined that period 
and were eventually to culminate in the Enlightenment. 

IST  2012 Pastoral Theology & Care HY, RS 

An introduction to theories of care, counseling, and psychotherapy in relation to theories of 
humanity and personhood. Special attention will be given to theological, psychological and 
ethical perspectives. Normally, Pastoral Theology and Care is a prerequisite for all other 
courses in the area. Requests for exceptions should go to the area faculty before 
registration. 

IST  2013 Preaching in Christian 
Communities 

RS 

This course is designed as an introductory preaching class for those who have no or a little 
experience in preaching. It aims to help the students gain fundamental knowledge about 
preaching and provide them with opportunities to practice preaching in a class setting. 

IST  2014 Foundations of Social 
Justice 

HY, RS 

An interdisciplinary critical review of social change strategies and their historical and 
contemporary contexts. Students will identify and share their own motivations for social 
change as part of a critical attempt to identify and understand the meaning systems behind 
social change strategies such as: social movements, legislative and political systems, 
violence-based conflict, market systems and economics, education and multimedia, direct 
service, and alternative communities. 

IST  2015 Media, Religion & Culture HY, OL 

Draws on social theory, ethnography and reception studies to examine how religion is 
embedded in media, and how ritualized media practices function as religion. 



IST  2016 Intro to Christian 
Worship 

HY, RS 

Christian corporate worship is explored in relation to tradition, symbol, music and new 
forces that are having an impact on the church's ritual life. Close attention is given to the 
theology, planning and leadership of services, including Sunday liturgies, weddings, funerals 
and other services that mark life transitions. 

IST  2017 Teaching & Learning in 
Comm.Faith 

RS 

An exploration of the foundational issues in religious education with specific attention to 
theories and practices of teaching and learning. Teaching practicum experience is included 
in the course to facilitate the advancement of teaching skills. 

IST  2018 Impact of War on P.C. & 
Theology 

OL 

This course examines the unique challenges and opportunities of providing pastoral care 
with veterans and military families, focusing on issues including warrior identity, 
deployment and combat experience, impact on families, post-deployment reintegration, and 
the role of congregations. This course also explores how pastoral caregivers' personal and 
family experiences of war has an impact on pastoral care. This is a constructive, contextual 
theology course at the intersection of religious traditions, military culture, clinical 
disciplines and personal experience. 

IST  2019 Spiritual Preaching: 
Relationship between 
Christ.Spirit & Preaching 

HY 

This course aims to help students understand the nature and function of preaching in 
relationship to Christian spirituality and develop their preaching skills for the formation 
and nurture of the congregation's spirituality. It has three phases: 1) Historical, theological 
and cultural discussions about Christian spirituality. 2) The introduction of homiletical 
methods in relation to biblical interpretation, designing the sermonic form, and the use of 
verbal and nonverbal language. 3) The practice of Spiritual Preaching with peer evaluation. 
Half the course will be the actual practice of Spiritual Preaching. Limited Enrollment. 
Preliminary study in biblical exegesis or theology is strongly encouraged. 

IST  2020 Community Organizing RS 

A strong democracy depends on the civic agency of the people. In this course, students will 
learn about the history and core concepts of relational, broad-based community organizing 
in the United States, while gaining community organizing practice within their own 
communities. Students will reflect on their core values to define and develop their core self 
interest and public identity, build meaningful public relationships across difference and 



diversity, build and evaluate power, and develop community organizing strategies in 
collaboration with others. 

IST  2021 Spiritual Care in Death & 
Dying,Grief & Loss 

OL 

Students will examine literature, films and art to engage multi-layered experiences of death, 
dying, grief, and loss from caregiver and care seeker perspectives. They will develop self-
awareness of their own values, beliefs, and responses to these experiences and practice 
offering spiritual care to persons and communities challenged by these experiences. 

IST  2022 Worship in Multicultural 
Contexts 

HY, OL 

This course explores new approaches to Christian worship in multicultural contexts. 
Through reading major resources and the cross-cultutal experince of worship, students will 
develop their theological understanding of multicultural worship and gain liturgical insights 
into multicultural worship. 

IST  2023 African American 
Preaching 

RS 

This course examines the historical development, transmission, related theories, and 
methodologies underpinning this African American cultural art form, while articulating its 
placement in the broader study of Christian Homiletics. Black Preaching may be understood 
as a critical religious message, delivered in a communal context; a message of cultural 
relevance, informative, educational, entertaining and motivating. A biblically centered 
message delivered in the vernacular of the people to whom the message is sent and, at its 
best, is communicated on three distinct levels of understanding: the cognitive, the intuitive 
and the emotive.  

IST  2024 United Methodist History OL, RS 

English Methodism to the death of John Wesley; the United Methodist tradition in North 
America; racial and ethnic diversity and the role of women in United Methodism. This 
course meets the disciplinary requirements for ordination. Offered each year. 

IST  2025 United Methodist 
Doctrine 

OL, RS 

An exploration of the doctrinal heritage of United Methodism: its sources, distinctive marks, 
development in the United States, relation to contemporary doctrinal standards and 
practices of the UMC and role in ecumenical dialogue. This course meets the disciplinary 
requirements for ordination to elder or permanent deacon or diaconal ministry in the 
U.M.C. Offered each year. 



IST  2026 U. M. Polity for Leadership OL, RS 

Organization and methodology of The United Methodist Church. This course meets the 
disciplinary requirement for diaconal ministry or ordination to elder or permanent deacon 
in the U.M.C. (offered each year). 

IST  2027 Mission and Evangelism 
inContemporary Context 

OL 

Biblical, historical, and theological understandings of evangelism are examined in light of 
the church's understanding of Christian mission and ministry. Students are encouraged to 
develop a theoretical and practical approach to evangelism that reflects their own 
theological stance and is appropriate to contemporary contexts. 

IST  2029 Benedictine Spiritual 
Formation 

RS 

Two year weekly training program leading to certification as a spiritual director. Iliff degree 
students may earn up to 8 credit hours over the two years. The program broadens and 
personalizes students’ understanding of Christian beliefs and trains students who discern a 
call to become spiritual directors in practices of listening and discernment. Students apply 
directly to BSFP for admission. 

IST  2030 Benedictine Spiritual 
Formation 

RS 

Two year weekly training program leading to certification as a spiritual director. Iliff degree 
students may earn up to 8 credit hours over the two years. The program broadens and 
personalizes students’ understanding of Christian beliefs and trains students who discern a 
call to become spiritual directors in practices of listening and discernment. Students apply 
directly to BSFP for admission.  

IST  2031 Topics in History: Jesus HY 

This course will study the life and the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth in the context of the 
cultural, political and religious situation of first century of the common era. It will take into 
account evidence from the gospels, historical records, and cultural anthropology to help 
understand the meanings of Jesus' life and teachings. The course will raise such questions 
as: How did Jesus fit in with his contemporaries? What did Jesus teach? Why was Jesus 
crucified? What is the relationship between Jesus' teachings and the beginning of 
Christianity? How do history and theology work together (or in contrast) in the study of 
Jesus/ life? 

IST  2032 Anglican Liturgy OL 



A consideration of the theology and development of Anglican worship as reflected in The 
Book of Common Prayer with particular attention to the Rites of Initiation and the 
Eucharist. The role of symbol and ritual in worship will be examined. 

IST  2033 Anglican Communion: 
Polity,the Episcopal 
Church & Canon Law 

OL 

This course examines the role of authority in the Anglican Communion, the Constitution, 
Canons and history of the Episcopal Church. In addition, some attention is given to diocesan 
conventions and parish administration. 

IST  2034 The Episcopal Church & 
Contemporary 
Moral/Social Issues 

OL 

An historical and contemporary exploration of the “different dreams” the members of the 
Anglican/Episcopal tradition have held, and hold, in tension as the Church imagines itself 
into its future. 

IST  2035 Greek I OL, RS 

Introduction to grammar of Koine Greek for translation and exegetical study. (offered every 
other year). 

IST  2036 Greek II OL, RS 

Continuation of Greek I. 

IST  2039 Mapping the Terrain of 
Theol.Educ. 

OL 

This course offers an introduction to the critical questions, disciplinary perspectives, and 
skills needed for initial engagement with graduate theological education. It serves not only 
as an introduction to the Iliff curriculum and faculty, but also to broader issues of theories, 
approaches, and disciplinary boundaries within the field. This course is designed to be 
particularly useful for students in their first two terms at Iliff and will use extensive audio 
interviews with the Iliff Faculty in order to introduce students to the relevant academic 
profiles of individual faculty members. 

IST  2042 Intro to Theological 
Research 

RS 

Students will learn principles for the organization of information and elements of the 
research process. They will learn how to conduct research in a systematic, efficient and 
effective manner, using both print resources and electronic databases targeted to religion 
and theology. They will begin developing a habit of using a Research Journal.  



IST  2043 Discovery,Analysis&Mgt/Theol.Resour RS 

Advanced search strategies for electronic databases and internet search engines; principles 
for analyzing content and structure of scholarly articles; critical reading skills; note-taking 
systems; software for note-taking and bibliographic management. 

IST  2044 Black Church Leadership RS 

This course both prepares leaders planning to do ministry in the African American Church 
and/or serves as a skills enhancement tool for those already doing ministry in this venue. 
Leadership is explored both as a matter of individual gifts and skills and as a community 
practice shaped by shared or contested needs and expectations. Issues of administrative 
management, transformative leadership and practical application will shape the course. 
Particular attention will be given to religious and spiritual dimensions of leadership as 
influenced by the unique culture of the African American Church. 

IST  2045 Queering the Bible OL 

This course will focus on queer interpretations of the Bible: those that support queer 
communities (including lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex, and asexual) or that 
help readers think differently about gender and sexuality. Students will be encouraged to 
produce their own queer interpretations and to imagine how existing queer interpretations 
might be useful in their own contexts. 

IST  2046 Spirit.CarePrax:Spirit.Pract,values 
& beliefs in aftermath of trauma 

RS 

This spiritual care praxis seminar prepares students, clergy, lay pastoral caregivers and 
mental health practitioners to use an intercultural approach to spiritual care to help 
careseekers in particular contexts to draw upon their religious faith and spirituality to cope 
with particular kinds of suffering. 

IST  2047 S.J.&E.:Sem:Impl.Instit.Social 
Ch. 

HY, RS 

How does one facilitate social change in large organizations? Based on the professor’s 
personal experiences as a writer of the 2010 Pentagon Study that preceded the repeal of 
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell in 2011, this seminar encourages participants to examine their 
personal roles in fostering social change at the institutional level. Participants will analyze 
the pros and cons of being a radical versus a more tempered agent for change and will 
reflect on how they can be an effective agent for change in their respective organizations. 

IST  2048 Min.Prax: Campus/Young 
Adult Minist 

RS 

Ministry Praxis Seminars are one hour weekend courses offered quarterly that focus on 
specific aspects of the practice of ministry with attention given to the integration of theory 



and practice. Topics will vary and may include issues such as life cycle rituals, budgeting 
and finance, ministry in particular settings, etc. The course may be repeated for credit. 

IST  2049 SC 
Praxis:Govern.&Comm.Partnership 

RS 

An integration of theory and practice within a practice-based learning environment, often 
including community-engaged colaboration with non-profit organizations, government 
agencies, or civic groups. Topics change each quarter. 

IST  2050 Preaching Excellence 
Workshop 

RS 

Prepare, receive and integrate feedback from your team, preach Iliff worship. Learn to take 
your current preaching and worship collaboration to a new level. 

IST  2051 SC Sem: Graffiti as Public 
Voice 

RS 

Graffiti is a public marker in most urban landscapes, but what does it signify? In this course, 
students will engage theory and practice in order to understand, interpret, and practice 
contemporary graffiti and its history; public voice as a component of U.S.-American 
Democracy; and relationships between race/ethnicity, gender/sexuality, poverty, youth, 
power, public voice, permission, and art. The course will culminate in a public voice graffiti 
art project during the praxis weekend. 

IST  2052 SJ&ESem:Solidarity 
&Wrking Acr.Diff 

OL 

This class focuses on what it means to work collectively across differences for peace, justice 
and freedom. Students will examine the idea and practice of solidarity in theological and 
political terms. Students will explore models of working across differences and building 
coalitions of various kinds, from both historical and contemporary, local and global 
examples. As solidarity implies working across differences of identity and power, students 
will interrogate their own social location and analyze dynamics of difference and power 
within the social change organizations and communities to which they belong. 

IST  2053 Spiritual Direct:Model for 
Ministry 

RS 

At the heart of both individual and group spiritual direction is deep listening and 
discernment. For all of ministry to follow that model church leaders, lay and ordained, need 
to become people who know how to hear with the heart. This class will explore and practice 
the basic tenets of spiritual direction and then transfer them to other areas of ministry such 
as pastoral care, preaching, stewardship, and administration. The class is experiential and 
will include large and small group discussions, personal reflection, dialogue and prayer. 



IST  2054 Sp.C.Prax:Mental Health 
First Aid for Spiritual Care 
Givers 

RS 

This spiritual care praxis seminar prepares students, clergy, lay pastoral caregivers and 
mental health practitioners to use an intercultural approach to spiritual care to help 
careseekers in particular contexts to draw upon their religious faith and spirituality to cope 
with particular kinds of suffering. 

IST  2055 African American Social 
Ethics 

OL 

This course examines the contributions of African American life to the tradition of social 
ethics by examing black struggles to define moral and political agency, the meaning and 
purposes of Christianity, and the shape and character of liberation. 

IST  2056 Religion & the Books OL 

This class will explore the relationship between religion and the cultural actions and ideas 
of the book. What role do books play in producing and reproducing religious identities? 
How do differences in forms and performances of books generate and maintain religious 
differences? How are notions of scripture related to book culture? How do depictions of 
books generate and reinforce religious ideas and identities? What impact do major 
transitions in book technologies have on religious practice and identity, such as the rise of 
the codex, the invention of the printing press, and the growing predominance of ebooks? 

IST  2057 The Episcopal Church in 
America 

OL 

This course surveys the history of the American Episcopal Church, the development of 
American Book of Common Prayer, polity, and the relationship of Episcopal Church USA to 
the Anglican Communion. 

IST  2058 Top: Jesus - History & 
Traditions 

OL 

“Who do people say the Son of Man is?” (Matthew 16:13). It is a question asked since Jesus 
roamed the Galilean countryside. This course will examine how people have responded to 
that question over the centuries since Jesus. After surveying the efforts of the historical 
“questers” over the last couple of centuries to describe Jesus and his relationship to his 
religious, social, and political environment, we will follow the theological efforts of the 
church to understand his nature and his work, including the doctrinal conflicts of the fourth 
and fifth centuries, medieval and Reformation soteriological considerations, and modern 
Christological reflections that speak to new understandings of human experience and 
history, special concerns about individual and collective evil, and globalization. The course 



will conclude with Jesus’ other question, “Who do you say that I am?” (Matthew 16:15)---
with each student developing his or her own Christology. 

IST  2059 Unitarian Universalist 
Polity 

OL, RS 

This course will examine the fundamentals of Unitarian Universalist congregational polity 
and will also examine essential elements of functional ministry: how to minister in a 
mission-based institution, how to understand and effectively manage conflict, and how 
successful administrative functioning enhances system health. 

IST  2060 Spiritual Care/Children & 
Families 

RS 

This course is designed to develop a spiritual, psychological, neurological and ethical 
understanding of human development as it relates to the practice of skillful pastoral care for 
children and families. 

IST  2061 Ministry Praxis: Funerals HY, RS 

Ministry Praxis Seminars are one hour weekend courses offered quarterly that focus on 
specific aspects of the practice of ministry with attention given to the integration of theory 
and practice. Topics will vary and may include issues such as life cycle rituals, budgeting 
and finance, ministry in particular settings, etc. The course may be repeated for credit. 

IST  2062 UCC Polity OL 

Principles and methods of organization used in major Protestant churches (UCC, Baptist, 
PCUSA, Disciples, UU, etc.). Designed for non-United Methodists to prepare them for 
organizational leadership and to meet polity requirements of various denominations, 
according to student need and interest. 

IST  2063 Presbyterian Polity OL, RS 

Principles and methods of organization used in major Protestant churches (UCC, Baptist, 
PCUSA, Disciples, UU, etc.). Designed for non-United Methodists to prepare them for 
organizational leadership and to meet polity requirements of various denominations, 
according to student need and interest. 

IST  2064 Presbyterian Confessions 
and Creeds 

OL, RS 

An exploration of the historical background and general themes of the creeds and 
confessions used by Presbyterians. 

IST  2065 U.U. Theology: Selected 
Topics 

RS 



This course will help students to become familiar with historical and contemporary 
theological trends with an emphasis on Unitarian and Universalist authors, ideas, beliefs, 
and challenges. It will also encourage students to examine the relationship between this 
theology and ministry in Unitarian Universalist churches. 

IST  2066 United Church of Christ 
History 

HY, OL, RS 

Historical development of the theology, identity and mission of the United Church of Christ. 
Designed to deepen understanding and appreciation of denominational history, and in 
conjunction with UCC Polity, to meet denominational requirements.  

IST  2067 Presbyterian Reformed 
Theology 

RS 

This course is designed to introduce students to central tenets of reformed theology that 
have been central in the heritage of the Presbyterian Church, USA and in its current 
theology. We will focus on use of this theology for the Standard Ordination Exams in the PC 
(USA). 

IST  2068 Unitarian Universalist 
History 

RS 

This course examines Unitarian Universalist history from precursers in early Christianity to 
the present day. The course will pay particular attention to the rise of Unitarian and 
Universalist movements in America, to the history of the last 45 years, and to the prospects 
of the movement.  

IST  2070 Jonah & Its Afterlives OL, RS 

This course invites students to engage the book of Jonah in conversation with works of 
literature, art, and theology that either interpret Jonah and/or explore themes in the book, 
including the nature of God, prophecy, election, death, and transformation. The course will 
introduce students to the history of interpretation of Jonah in both Christian and Jewish 
traditions. Of particular interest will be early Christian and medieval art and Jewish 
midrashic texts based on Jonah. We will also explore conversations between Jonah and 
works of English literature and consider Jonah’s afterlives in popular culture. This 2-credit 
course requires no final paper. 

IST  2071 American Indian Justice 
Issues 

RS 

This “Justice and Peace” seminar will investigate the historical and contemporary political 
context of indigenous peoples, -especially American Indian peoples, as the discrete slice of 
data within which to apply Justice and Peace theory and methods analysis. We will begin to 
learn something of the history of the conquest of American Indian peoples and investigate 
the continuing subjugation of American Indian peoples and other indigenous peoples in the 



contemporary political and economic system as the perpetuation of injustice and a 
continued threat to peace. Finally, we will relate the conquest and subjugation of indigenous 
peoples and the destruction of indigenous national sovereignty to the emergence of modern 
state systems and their domination of the "world system" in which all contemporary justice 
and peace negotiations occur. 

IST  2072 Ministry and Human 
Sexuality 

OL, RS 

Pastoral care and theological perspectives on representative views of sexuality. Special 
attention given to the pastor's role: preaching, teaching, pastoral care and relationship to 
other helping professionals. 

IST  2073 Spiritual Care in Clinical 
Setting 

RS 

Students will engage in clinical care with patients at a local hospital three hours each week 
in addition to class time. This course includes an introduction to the discipline of Spiritual 
Care, group reflection on clinical work, and a discussion of challenges and opportunities 
within chaplaincy as an inter-religious health care profession. A 3 to 4 hour orientation to 
the hospital is required and will be negotiated before the start of the course. 

IST  2074 Women, War and Religion OL 

Humanity has not yet learned how to create peace in chronic conflict areas in the world. 
Religion is often in the mix and “sacred violence” is seemingly on the rise. Women are 
essential activists at every level of conflict’s brutality, but their vital contributions are often 
unrecognized in formal peace processes. 

IST  2075 SC Sem:(Non)violent 
Social Change 

OL 

Students will engage (primarily Christian) theologies, theories, politics and practices of 
(non)violence that have influenced progressive social movements in the United States from 
the 20th century until today. Opting to formulate the term “(non)violence” in the course 
title indicates that we will consider how social change happens (or does not) related to the 
interplay between theories and tactics of both violence and (non)violence. To examine the 
dichotomy violence-(non)violence implies 1) questioning the dichotomy itself and clarifying 
definitions/usage of the terms violence and (non)violence; 2) understanding the structures 
of power and violence within which violence-(non)violence as social change strategies 
operate; 3) comparing “strategic” versus “principled” approaches to (non)violence. By 
discussing justifications and implications for the use of so-called violent means of social 
change, students will deepen their understanding and practice of (non)violence itself. 

IST  2076 Parish Leadership& HY, OL, RS 



Congreg.Developm 

This course will both prepare leaders planning to do ministry and/or serve as a skills 
enhancement tool for those already doing ministry in the church and other religious 
agencies. Leadership will be explored both as a matter of individual gifts and skills and as a 
community practice influenced by shared or contested needs and expectations. Issues of 
vision, administration, management, and ethical practice shape the course. Particular 
attention will be given to religious and spiritual dimensions of leadership.  

IST  2077 Basic Judaism: A Rabbi's 
Perspctive 

RS 

It is hopeful that students will come away with an understanding of the complexity of 
Jewish Identification, religion, ethnic, cultural and historic identification. We will explore a 
number of areas that a modern clergy person should understand, including the 
denomination of Jewish religious life, Major Holy Days and how Jew relate to them, an 
understanding of the basic life cycle events, Bris, Bar and Bat Mitzvah, Marriage, and Death. 
We will spend some time on the relationships between American Jews and Israel focusing 
on the various ways in which we care about Israel. We will also spend some time on the 
ancient literature of the Jewish people both Legal and Aggadic. If there is sufficient time, we 
will focus on some modern issues that may include roles of women, anti-Semitism, choice, 
and church -state. Objective: To create a course where those who will serve in churches will 
understand something of how Jews and the Jewish community function, what is important 
to Jews and how we see ourselves in this community that is predominantly Christian yet has 
a separation between church and state. I hope to help ministerial students through some of 
these issues by guiding them through basic Judaism concepts. 

IST  2078 Christianity in the Global 
South 

RS 

An examination of Christian expressions in the Southern Hemisphere which includes the 
Asian, African, and Latin American continents. The course also explores the symbolic 
systems, power structures, and ideologies at play between "Northern" and "Southern" 
Christians. 

IST  2080 Practical Theology HY, RS 

This course explores models of practical theological reflection and methods of reflective 
professional practice as frameworks for religious leadership in the variety of contexts in 
which students will work. Students will be introduced to disciplined modes of embodying 
the integration of theory and praxis that allow them to place their coursework across the 
curriculum into regular conversation with their practice as religious leaders and ministry 
professionals in a variety of institutional and cultural contexts. 

IST  2081 Authentic Engagement OL, RS 



Organizations of highly motivated and engaged individuals need leaders who develop and 
nurture cultures in which people of diverse backgrounds feel valued, are deeply connected 
to one other, and are aligned with a shared mission. In this course, we will examine the 
theological and psychosocial foundations of authentic leadership grounded in self-reflection 
and the embodiment of core values. Awareness of our own Otherness and exploration of 
traditional approaches to diversity will help us develop interconnected, inclusive 
relationships of trust. Finally, we will learn how to leverage differences and create cultures 
where people individually and collectively flourish. 

IST  2082 Spiritual Practice: A Way 
of Life 

RS 

An exploration of spiritual practices designed to expand our understanding of prayer and to 
experience the many ways we can practice the presence of God. 

IST  2083 S.C.Sem: Rethinking 
Diversities 

RS 

An in-depth and interdisciplinary exploration and analysis of a variety of topics pertaining 
to individual and collective social change experiences, strategies, and practices. 

IST  2084 Hebrew I OL, RS 

Introduction to grammar of Biblical Hebrew for translation and exegetical study (offered 
every other year). 

IST  2085 Hebrew II OL, RS 

Continuation of IST 2084 Hebrew I (offered every other year). 

IST  2086 Religion Space & Place RS 

A common term in religious discourse is “sacred space.” One hears it used both in casual 
discussions and scholarly analysis. But what does this term actually mean? What constitutes 
the “sacred” as it relates to places and spaces? How does a place or space become and 
continue to be sacred? What sorts of rituals and religious practices are performed there? 
What are the mythological and social and historical particularities of a particular space or 
place? Are sacred spaces and places fundamentally the same, or different, from one another, 
and how do we compare them? These are only some of the questions we will be interested 
in asking this quarter. They will inform our analysis and discussion of sacred space and 
place as we pursue these ideas and topics. Through close readings and discussions of 
primary and secondary texts, we will attempt to articulate a comparative approach to 
sacred space and place. We also will attempt to map out a basic theoretical and 
methodological approach to sacred space and place. Finally, we will consider what sorts of 
results we achieve if we undertake a comparative analysis of sacred space and place. 



IST  2087 Financial Management OL, RS 

A brief examination of various financial management concepts relevant to church leaders, 
non-profit and for-profit organizations, and various social and community activist positions. 
The class will explore important debt, equity, and fundraising issues critical to success in 
these fields and introduce basic financial terms such as forecasting, budgeting, and cash 
flow. 

IST  2088 Christology HY, OL 

Understandings of Christ and salvation in Christian theology. 

IST  2089 Self 
Care:Theol.&Psych.Perspectives 

OL 

Students will form both an accountability/support group and peer counseling relationships 
in which they evaluate how they habitually cope with stress, including how they draw upon 
religion and spirituality. 

IST  2090 Storytelling & Narrative 
Justice 

OL 

This course explores how justice might be defined, sought and made through the use of 
storytelling and narrative forms of various types: such as historical record, education, the 
autobiographical nature of resistance to oppression, socio-political commentary as story, 
narrative clarification of individual and community values, including preservation of 
culture, motivation for the work of justice, and the creation of community itself through 
story. The course includes storytelling perspectives such as oral history and tradition, 
narrative theory, auto/biography, and performance/theatre. Using multiple storytelling and 
narrative platforms, students will examine others’ stories and narratives of justice-seeking-
and-making and create and examine their own.  

IST  2091 SC Prax:Conflict 
&Relig.Peace Build 

RS 

An integration of theory and practice within a practice-based learning environment, often 
including community-engaged collaboration with non-profit organizations, government 
agencies, or civic groups. Topics change each term. 

IST  2092 Spir.CarePrax: Spiritual 
Struggles 

HY 

Spiritual struggles arise from conflicts (1) within oneself, particularly one’s values, (2) 
between oneself and God for those in theocentric religious traditions, and (3) between 
oneself and one’s significant religious and spiritual communities. Spiritual struggles “are 
defined as religious/spiritual expressions that reflect a religious/spiritual system in tension 
and turmoil” (Ano & Pargament, 2012, p. 419). Spiritual struggles “embody fundamental 



questions about the ultimate benevolence, fairness, and meaningfulness of the world…” 
(Pargament, Murray-Swank, Magyar, & Ano, 2005, p. 254). When spiritual struggles become 
chronic they decrease spiritual, physical, and relational well -being. This praxis will explore 
spiritual struggles both in caregivers and care seekers from theological, psychological, and 
cultural perspectives. The goal of such exploration is liberative spiritual integration of 
spiritual struggles. This praxis is designed for pastoral and spiritual caregivers and for those 
interested in spiritually-orienting counseling. 

IST  2093 Christianity &The 
Classical Tradit. 

HY 

This course will begin with a survey of the Hellenistic schools of philosophy and Greco-
Roman religions. It will then survey major early Christian authors (through Gregory I) with 
an eye to how they adopted, adapted, and/or rejected elements of the classical tradition. 
Key questions will be: What elements from the classical tradition had the greatest influence 
on developing Christian theologies and praxis? How did Christianity distinguish itself from 
other religions and philosophies? In what ways did Christian intellectuals interact with their 
"pagan" counterparts? 

IST  2094 Theology & Popular 
Culture 

OL 

Combining a cultural/critical studies theoretical approach with primary media and 
secondary theology-about-media, this class will not only survey manifestations of religion in 
popular culture but also consider the role of religion and media in society. The class will 
further think together about the way media is used and interpreted not only as individuals 
but in communities. We will work together to explore questions about the role of mass 
media in contemporary society, the further development of one’s own understanding of 
religion and particular theology, and how to (and how not to) use mass media in 
professional religious, nonprofit, and academic settings. The final position paper will use 
the studied theories of media criticism and definitions of religion to examine critically a 
media artifact of your choice. 

IST  2095 Spiritual 
Foundations/Fundraising 

HY, RS 

This praxis course will help future congregational and non-profit leaders learn fundraising 
methodologies grounded in the theology of Christian Stewardship and general principles of 
Philanthropy. Core themes are rooted in developing a spiritual and philanthropic cultural 
mindset of abundance that frees the individual and community from "scarcity mindedness," 
which is the fear of "never having enough." This approach regards fundraising and 
stewardship as a form of ministry that is deeply rooted in the Gospel and thus an aspect of 
pastoral care and leadership. Persons from other religious traditions will find a theological 
basis within their core belief system to undergird their fundraising praxis. 



IST  2096 Spiritual Leadership RS 

This course wil be experiential, guiding participants to find their grounding in God from 
which spiritual leadership springs. In addition to presentations, a variety of 
teaching/learning methods will be used icluding guided imagery, self reflection, small group 
sharing, class discussion, movement, music and prayer. Brief readings will be required 
during the class as well as reflective homework assignments, followed by a final reflection 
paper. 

IST  2097 Reformers and Radicals HY, RS 

This course provides an introduction to the history of Christian thought in its political, 
social, and institutional contexts, during Protestantism’s formative period. We will cover 
late medieval theology, the main Protestant Reformers, the Radical Reformation 
(Anabaptists et al), the Catholic Reformation, and end with Wesley. The focus is on the 
development of theology, which provides the basis for contemporary theological reflection. 

IST  2098 Queer Theologies RS 

This course explores representative attempts at queering Christian theologies and at 
developing queer theologies. It will include a comparison of modern theological projects 
with the emergence of queer theory as a critique of modern Western culture, and a survey 
of aims and methods of queer theory and its differences to gay and lesbian studies. We will 
explore “queer approaches” to theory, especially where notions of identity (esp. gender and 
sex, but also race, ethnicity, class, ability) are concerned. Investigations into the potential of 
queer insights into Christian theology will include, but move beyond, apologetic arguments 
regarding inclusion of sexual minorities into Christian communities. In this course, we will 
learn to engage in queering theologies and develop our own queer approaches to Christian 
theology, and test the benefits and usefulness of queer theory as a tool for constructive 
theological projects and Christian practices. 

IST  2100 Sensory Christian 
Worship 

RS 

Workshop format, students learn and perform a particular, well-tested design process for 
developing sensory Christian liturgy as part of a team – including responsibilities for liturgy, 
music, hospitality, and promotion. 

IST  2101 Leadership & 
Organizational Develop 

HY, OL, RS 

This course seeks to introduce students to relevant theories and practices related to 
leadership and organizational development. Leadership will be explored from the 
perspective of the individual, group and society with particular attention towards contexts 
relevant to Iliff. Key ideas from the field of organizational studies will enhance the student's 
ability to assess and lead in a variety of organizations. This course will also provide students 



with a sense of their own leadership capacity along with tangible experience assessing real 
world challenges. 

IST  2102 Intro to Hinduism HY 

This course focuses on the main developments and expressions of Hinduism in India. First, 
we begin with a discussion of the pre-Aryan, indigenous religious context of the Indus 
Valley, and then turn to the emergence of the Vedas, the earliest stratum of the Hindu 
tradition. We will then examine the development of the Hindu Upanisads, a highly 
philosophical genre of literature that significantly questions the religious efficacy of the 
sacrificial, ritual-based Vedas. Finally, we will turn to the devotional and ritual contexts of 
the many gods and goddesses, and what is sometimes called "popular Hinduism." along the 
way, we will explore such major topics as: the changing conceptions of sacrifice; the 
inquiries into the nature of the self, the nature of the Ultimate, the role and development of 
devotion; mythology; ritual and its functions; the influence of Buddhism and Islam; and the 
character of Hinduism in modern India. 

IST  2103 Medieval Mysticism HY 

In the European Middle Ages a number of clergy and lay believers—female and male—were 
convinced that the divine realities of the faith could be intimately experienced. They were 
the practitioners of long-cultivated mystical traditions that took on new directions and 
forms in their experiences and writings. Representative figures like Hildegard of Bingen, 
Bernard of Clairvaux, John Bonaventure, Marguerite Porete, Meister Eckhart, Julian of 
Norwich, Catherine of Siena, and others sometimes claimed to have visions, often 
emphasized mystical union with Christ or Being itself, were frequently strong supporters of 
the Church or, at other times, seen as threats to the faith, and usually promoted the ideals of 
simplicity, poverty, and compassion. In this course we will read the writings of some of the 
medieval mystics; discuss their key ideas in the context of their social, political, and 
religious world; describe the prominent types of mysticism in the period; and draw some 
connections to the contemporary world. 

IST  2104 Theological Anthropology HY 

What does it mean to be human? This question lies at the heart of every worldview and 
theological system. Students will begin to formulate their own sophisticated answer to this 
question in conversation with important thinkers on this topic from the Christian 
theological tradition, philosophy, and anthropology. 

IST  2105 SC Praxis: Shaping Public 
Policy 

RS 

There are many paths to social change. This course focuses on the legislative and public 
policy avenue. How do advocates get elected and appointed officials to change laws and 
policies to address social concerns? We will use sample issues of concern to course 



participants in order to understand the policy process and pratice the elements of a 
successful effort to shape public policy. 

IST  2106 Substance Abuse & 
Dependence 

HY 

Bringing psychological and theological perspectives on substance abuse and dependence 
into dialogue, we will explore ways to draw on religion and spirituality to help people 
moderate their use of alcohol and addictive substances. 

IST  2107 Min.Prx:Pre-
Marit.Counsel.&Weddings 

HY, RS 

Through the integration of theology, theory, and practice, this course will invite students to 
consider and analyze the minister’s role in planning and carrying out weddings and 
premarital counseling. Students enrolled in this course will become facilitators of the 
Prepare/Enrich premarital counseling certification. Additional course fee $78. 

IST  2108 Intro to Justice and Peace OL 

An interdisciplinary course which draws from theology, ethics, philosophy, the social 
sciences, and the humanities to introduces students to theories, methods, issues and 
theologies of Justice and Peace Studies. 

IST  2109 Embodied Ministry: 
Sacred Dance 

RS 

An experiential survey of the theology and history of Jewish and Christian sacred dancing. 
Contemporary use of festive dances and ancient ritual in liturgy and Christian education for 
people of differing abilities. No dance experience required. 

IST  2110 Youth Ministries OL 

An exploration of congregational ministries with young people in light of multidisciplinary 
approaches to the construction of adolescence. The course will include explorations of 
youth cultures as a lens into the meaning-making of adolescents. 

IST  2111 Narratives/Spiritual & 
Relig.Exper. 

RS 

This course explores the nature and understanding of Personal Spiritual Experiences (PSEs) 
and the role such experiences play in the experiencers’ lives. For mostly historical reasons, 
considered during the course, the study of PSEs has not piqued the interest of researchers. 
A main portion of the course will include exploring the meaning of students’ PSEs. Dr. 
Civish's 2008 study of the Personal Spiritual Experiences of students revealed a sense of 
calling and she utilized the exegesis form of the ?call narrative? to analyze PSEs and develop 



applications both personal and social. With these insights, personal and religious 
experiences are reconsidered in new and exciting ways that can revitalize faith and hope. 

IST  2113 Theological Ethics RS 

This course will offer an introduction to the development of theological ethics, in its 
Catholic, Protestant, and non-Christian iterations. Special attention will be paid to the 
applicability of various ethical paradigms to current events, allowing students to engage 
both the course readings and contemporary issues that are important to them. 

IST  2114 Elusive 
God:Ministry&Loss of God 

RS 

Many people who attend church find they have lost touch with a living experience of God, 
but are reluctant to admit to this breakdown and still go through the motions. Pastors need 
to be aware of this phenomenon and to have resources to offer both in terms of what might 
be contributing to these difficulties and also what actions might open up new possibilities 
for faithful belief and practice. The course will examine these sensitive issues and the 
pastoral responses that may be appropriate. Topics covered will include discussion and 
reflection on Bishop Pritchard's book, God, Lost and Found (SPCK Publishing, 2011). 

IST  2120 Intro to UU Religious 
Education 

RS 

An introduction to Unitarian Universalist religious education. We will explore how religious 
education is used as a tool which aids individuals of all ages in the lifelong faith formation 
process. 

IST  2127 UM Mission of Church in 
the World 

OL 

Historical, theological, and practical exploration of mission as the energizing and 
transformative purpose of Christian congregations everywhere - as interpreted in the 
Methodist movement. Meets revised interpretation of requirements for UM ordination. 
Online only. 

IST  2128 Evangelism in 
Contemporary Contexts 

OL, RS 

Critical and practical engagement with why and how Christian faith can be shared while 
honoring the distinctiveness of others. Meets revised interpretation of requirements for UM 
ordination. Online only. 

IST  2131 Comp.Phil.Rel:Religion & 
Violence 

RS 



In the last decade or so, a plethora of articles and books have been written on the topic of 
“violence and religion” and “religious violence” (they may or may not be the same thing). 
Although not all of these works have been explicitly comparative, they all, by virtue of their 
employment of the very terminology, partake of the discourse of comparative religion, 
whether they do so explicitly or not. Is there, then, a common theoretical move that links 
these seemingly naturally conjoined terms, religion and violence? In talking about “religion 
and violence” or “religious violence,” what do we gain? what do we lose? Given that the 
academy has, across the board, grown increasingly suspicious of talk of such universal 
categories as mysticism, myth, theology and, especially, religion, have we perhaps let 
“religious violence” fly under our theoretical radars? This course attempts to address these 
issues, and attempts to come to some common understanding of what religion violence is 
and what causes it. 

IST  2133 Be 
Still:Lead&Design/Contmp.Retreat 

RS 

The first part of this course is a shared contemplative retreat at the Sacred Heart Jesuit 
Retreat House in Sedalia, Colorado. (Note: This contemplative retreat involves periods of 
silence including some meals in silence.) In the following week of class we will reflect 
together on the retreat design, explore variations, and discuss the process of designing 
retreats. Retreat leadership will be explored and we will discover the essential qualities of 
the retreat leader. Each participant will complete a retreat design as a final project. 

IST  2134 SJ&E Sem:TheHouseThat 
Justice Built 

RS 

Mapping the points of origin and trajectories of justice in generally and in the United States, 
in particular, is one of the most significant and sacred tasks of religious and social ethics. 
Methodologically, on one hand, this course focuses on the work of Gary Dorrien and Michael 
Sandel cartographers of justice ethics and theories of justice in the U.S. On the other hand, 
this course emphasizes the life, experiences, and moral constellations of and about Afro-
Diasporic people and communities in the United States, noting that Afro-Diasporic people 
remain among the most religious of any demographic group in the U.S. This course provides 
a survey of Afro-Diasporic religion through the lens of “prophetic” religious traditions. 
Alongside theories of justice emerging from the works of thinkers as diverse as Maria 
Stewart and Cheikh Anta Diop, Richard Niebuhr and Iris Marion Young, Sandel and Lorde, 
Dorrien and Townes, historians of religion frame the course's central concern with the 
evolution of justice in theory and praxis in the U.S., preparing class participants to define, 
explore, and critique the role of the “justice” in both Afro-Diasporic and broader U.S. 
religious tradition. Specifically, this course will consider implicit and explicit ethical 
mandates for religion qua pursuits of justice. Through this course, students will learn who 
has framed justice discourse within the U.S., how this work has been done, and the unique 
impact by and on the particular demographic of Afro-Diasporic people in the U.S. 



IST  2135 Religion and Popular 
Culture 

HY 

Explores the complex ways in which religion and mass media interact in contemporary 
society, helping students articulate their own individual and communal theological 
understandings in conversation with popular culture. 

IST  2136 Transf.Worship-Worship 
& the Arts 

RS 

This course is designed as an exploration of the creative process and the methodology of the 
arts in worship. Students will be asked to study the practice of worship, develop creative 
worship experiences and become artful leaders. 

IST  2137 Intro to Spirituality HY 

An exploration of “spirituality” and “spiritual but not religious” in contemporary public and 
scholarly discourse, and the implications for those who nurture the spiritual lives of others. 

IST  2138 SpCPrx:Mental 
Health1stAid/Adolesc. 

HY 

This praxis brings is spiritually-integrated mental health first aid training certification 
focuses on adolescents, and teaches students how to recognize signs of mental health 
problems, like depression, anxiety, post-traumatic stress, psychosis, substance disorders, 
eating disorders and suicidal thoughts. We will learn the basics of adolescent mental health 
first aid, and explore how spiritual practices can be helpful, especially when teens 
experience religious or spiritual struggles. 

IST  2139 Islam and the West HY 

This course explores the contentious historical relationship between Islam and the West. 
Topics covered include the status of minorities in Muslim societies, colonialism, 
Orientalism, the veil, shari’ah, and Islamic reform. 

IST  2140 Intro to the Pentateuch HY 

Building on knowledge of the Hebrew Bible achieved in the breadth course, this course 
provides further study both in the different books of the Pentateuch and the corpus as a 
whole. Topics covered range from the content and the themes within the books to 
scholarship on this material. 

IST  2141 United Methodist General 
Conference 

RS 

Issues and procedures of the General Conference of the United Methodist Church. 



IST  2143 The Arts & Social Activism RS 

The academy has taught us to focus on the rational and emphasize the intellect. A clear 
dichotomy is created between reason and the spiritual. To participate in the latter somehow 
makes the scholar less rigorous, sacrificing academic rigor. Rebelling against this norm has 
led me to move beyond discussions regarding religion’s aesthetics. This course will examine 
– through a hands-on methodology - how the arts contribute to the formation of liberative 
praxis. 

IST  2144 Prophetic Christian 
Spirituality 

OL 

Participants in this course explore the meaning and practice of a prophetic, Christian 
spiritual commitment. Students will seek answers to questions, such as: Who and what are 
prophets as seen through biblical and modern Chrsitian lenses? What are the implications 
of holding and practicing a critical, prophetic, Christian spiritual perspective in our current 
historical context? From a Christian perspective, what constitutes a spirituality that sustains 
a prophetic life in pursuit of justice and peace? 

IST  2145 Anglicanism in Africa OL 

An overview of Anglicanism in Africa from 18th-century missionary origins to the present, 
including the struggles for independence from colonial rule and apartheid, and the role of 
the African church in the worldwide Anglican Communion today. Questions we shall ask: 
What are the major contributions of African Anglicans to the worldwide body? Why is there 
a “shift in the gravity of Christianity” toward the global south? Why the current rift between 
liberal American Episcopalians and conservative Africans? The course employs various 
disciplinary approaches (historical, postcolonial, anthropological, and theological) to help 
us to understand better the history of Anglicanism in Africa. 

IST  2146 SJ&E Prax:Agency in La 
Academia 

RS 

In this community-engaged course, students from Iliff School of Theology and La Academia 
high school at the Denver Inner City Parish (DICP) will 1) build cross-cultural relationships 
through narrative inquiry, shared meals, physical activities, and community engagement; 2) 
collaborate to co-create a theory and practice of agency; and 3) produce a final public 
project. An approved Iliff background check is required prior to the first day of class at no 
additional cost to students. Background check instructions are posted as a Canvas 
assignment for the course. 

IST  2147 Celtic Spirituality: Nature 
& Grace 

OL 

A study of the Celtic tradition of Christian spirituality as it emerged in early European 
Christianity and continued to express itself through the centuries. Some of its greatest 



teachers, from Irenaeus of Lyons in the 2nd century to Teilhard de Chardin in the 20th 
century, will be considered. The course will particularly examine the Celtic emphasis on the 
sacredness of nature and its relevance to the earth concerns and awarenesses of today.  

IST  2148 Anglican Spirituality OL, RS 

A survey course in which students are exposed to a wide range of spirituality, with 
emphasis on modes of corporate spirituality which characterize the Anglican ethos. 
Prerequisites: couse work in church history, Reformation history or permission of the 
instructor. 

IST  2149 Student Governance & 
Community Bldg 

RS 

Students in this course will explore student organization, governance, and policy associated 
with graduate school education broadly, and at the lliff School of Theology specifically. The 
purpose of this class originated from the 2015-2018 Iliff School of Theology Strategic Plan 
in which the Student Senate is asked to critically analyze, and potentially redesign the 
current student governance structure, organization, and community development. This 
course will create a conceptual and theoretical understanding of student organizations and 
community building. Students will use course readings, assignments, tasks, and in class 
activities to develop the competence to be critical examiners of student governance and 
structures, and to recommend new models. Students final project will be to create a 
proposal for the future of student governance at Iliff. We will address the following 
questions: How is the Iliff student organization structure similar to, and different from, 
other graduate schools? What theoretical lenses will help interpret a model of student 
involvement within Iliff, a highly complex and evolving organization, to address challenges 
and meet the needs of a diverse array of students? What are the organizational elements 
needed to come together to change and sustain changes? The course is open to students 
within and outside of Student Senate and Independent Student Organizations. 

IST  2150 Intro to Christian 
Theology 

RS 

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the goals, tasks, and basic content of 
Christian theology as gift and task of the whole church in a rapidly changing world. We 
examine key theological doctrines and convictions that are widely agreed to be essential to 
the Christian faith and explore implications for the identity and mission of the Christian 
church today. 

IST  2151 Spirituality of Thomas 
Merton 

OL 

A close look at the life, theology, and lasting spiritual impact of America's most significant 
Trappist monk. Students will enter through the window of his life journey to capture a view 



of his lasting impact on contemporary conversations about spiritual formation, social 
ministry, and contemplative prayer. 

IST  2152 Intro to 
Feminist&Womanist 
Theology 

RS 

This course introduces the various approaches to Feminist & Womanist theological 
discourse with special attention to the ways in which women's religious experience helps us 
deconstruct, interrogate, and re-construct Christian doctrine that enables whole 
communities to survive and thrive. 

IST  2153 Children in the 
Community of Faith 

HY 

Participants in the course will strive to articulate a practical theology of childhood that 
informs their varied ministries with children. 

IST  2154 SJE Prax:Soc.Injust.Public 
Health 

RS 

The World Health Organization defines health as a state of complete physical, mental and 
social well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity. Interestingly, these 
concepts are often not embraced in an integrated manner leaving large gaps in 
understanding and training. This course is designed to focus on those gaps. Is health a 
human right? What is the impact of social injustice on the public's health? How can the 
integration of behavioral health, clinical medicine and public health impact the management 
of diseases such as irritable bowel syndrome, COPD and HIV and so many more? These are 
just a few of the multidimensional and challenging questions that will be addressed in this 
interactiive and case-based course. 

IST  2155 Black Religious Denver HY 

This course invites students to think about the social, cultural, and religious specificity of 
Black Denver. Students are introduced to key contemporary figures and historic places 
through visits and interviews. Students have an opportunity to learn critical analysis and 
qualitative research skills. 

IST  2157 SJE Sem:Christian 
Bioethics Debates 

RS 

A survey of major bioethical debates and the perspectives offered by different Christian 
denominations and organizations. Topics include stem cell research, cloning, human genetic 
engineering, and euthanasia. Students will learn how the specific debates are shaped by 
larger religious dynamics, such as the ways in which both liberal and evangelical 
Protestants have historically turned to science to validate their theological stances 



IST  2158 SJE Prx:Social 
Media/Peace&Justice 

RS 

From anti-Roman graffiti in the ancient world to tweets that #Black Lives Matter, activists 
have spoken out in public spaces. In this praxis participants: 1) explore social media (blogs, 
Face Book, Twitter, email, podcasts, etc.) as public spaces within which issues of justice and 
peace are experienced, articulated and debated, where sometimes ephemeral communities 
are formed to support activism and organize for social change. 2) reflect on their own lives 
in cyberspaces, and 3) build skills for activist uses of social media. This is an experiential 
praxis and completing the assignments will require a public media presence. 

IST  2159 Teaching 
Authen:WeTeachWhoWeAre 

RS 

Teaching is an integral part of ministry in any setting. We do not have to be before a 
classroom of students to experience the power of the teaching/learning experience. 
Teaching moments appear in many forms. This class will explore the basic ingredients in 
the art of teaching: respect of students, love of subject, claiming authority, using personal 
language, and growing in self-awareness. The class is experiential and will include large and 
small group work, personal reflection, dialogue and a variety of spiritual practices. 

IST  2160 Nurturing Communities of 
Resistance 

OL 

How do we build and sustain grassroots communities that resist injustice, imagine a new 
world and create real change? We will examine these questions by studying historical and 
contemporary examples of communities and individuals who have done this kind of work in 
faith groups, justice organizations and social movements. Students will identify elements of 
how to develop social change agency, examine the resistance to “resistance,” and reflect 
upon their own role in creating and nurturing such communities. 

IST  2162 The Life of Prayer OL, RS 

This course will have you study the life of prayer as if it were a river, studying it by getting 
in and swimming, by experiencing it with many senses, giving yourself over to it. Only then, 
but surely then, it will have you reflecting theoretically and practically on what you have 
experienced. 

IST  2163 Religious 
Leadership/Digital Age 

HY 

Religious traditions, practices, and institutes exist in and are shaped by specific media 
contexts, and significant media change offers both new opportunities and challenges for 
religious leadership. This course helps participants think about the nature of church and 
other religious communities and institutions, the locations of religious practice, the role of 



religion in society, and the construction of religious identity in digital culture. Participants 
prepare for transformative leadership in existing and emerging religious communities. 

IST  2164 SJ&E Prax:Hate Crimes & 
the Law 

RS 

This course begins with a critical analysis of the diverse personal, theological, psychological, 
and sociological understandings and definitions of hate. We then look at hate acts in the U.S. 
historical experience that eventually developed into an awareness for a perceived need to 
criminalize those behaviors. Finally, we evaluate the effectiveness of U.S. hate crime laws. 
We interrogate the following: What makes hate criminal? What individuals or groups are 
deemed worthy victims of hate crimes legislation? Is damage to property covered under 
hate crime legislation? Is speech a hate crime? Does every state have hate crime legislation? 

IST  2165 CelticSp:Directed 
Readings/JPNewell 

OL 

This course focuses on readings and discussions of selected themes and topics in the 
theology of John Philip Newell. Engaging in questions about what constitutes “celtic,” we 
will examine Dr. Newell’s theology as an example of the contemporary revival of Celtic 
spirituality. Dr. Newell will be on the Iliff Campus for two weekends of public presentations: 
attendance at his presentations is strongly encouraged. He will make himself available for 
lunch and further conversation with the students enrolled in the class on each of the two 
Saturdays he is on campus. All students who register for the course will be guaranteed a 
place in the weekend sessions. Enrollment in this course is strictly limited to 18 students. 

IST  2166 Evolv.Spiritual 
Ldrshp/Post-Sec.Age 

OL 

This course offers an analysis of the contemporary situation, a constructive dialogue 
between representatives of a traditional Christian spirituality and post-secular spiritual 
expressions, reflective exercises, and examples of how practicing ministers have negotiated 
the trajectory beyond denominational structures. Exploration of the themes of evolving 
understandings of authority (what is important to people, and to whom they are 
accountable) and community (what connects people with transcendence and with others), 
are points of contention future spiritual leaders are likely to encounter in their work. 
Contemporary theology students are preparing for ministry in a religious world greatly 
changed from previous decades. Emerging ministry professionals are being called to serve 
people who are often loosely or even non-religiously affiliated, although they may show up 
for services, and spiritual leaders themselves are breaking out of traditional molds. 
Formation in spiritual care and leadership for those who reside along a spectrum of 
affiliation is necessary in what is being called a post-secular age. 

IST  2168 SJ&E Praxis: politics as 
Ministry 

RS 



This course will explore little "p" politics as a practice of ministry, including student 
development of political skills, and critical reflection on one's role and responsibility as a 
public and political leader within the context of ministry. 

IST  2169 The Reformation at 500 OL 

2017 is the 500th anniversary of Luther's 95 theses, and so this year is widely considered to 
be the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. 

IST  2170 Violence & Theology in 
Africa 

HY 

What theological and spiritual strategies do people affected by violence use to survive from 
one day to the next? This course will focus on how selected African scholars and theologians 
have sought to understand the problem of violent conflict. The works of Tinyiko Maluleke, 
Emmanuel Katongole (on theology and conflict in the great lakes region), Pumla Gqola (on 
rape in South Africa), and the film "Jakob the Liar" will be provide the primary focus for the 
course. 

IST  2171 Queer Spirituality/Visual 
Arts 

OL 

The visual arts offer a lens to view and contemplate the rich spirituality that queer peoples 
have developed both within and outside of religious institutions. In this course, we will 
explore themes of queer spirituality, as expressed in art, including embodiment, liberation, 
(in)justice, sexuality, pleasure, and gender, in a variety of cultural contexts. We will consider 
how artists’ expression of spirituality relates to written queer theology and how these 
works of art can expand our perception of the sacred. The focus of the course will be mainly 
on contemporary art, which examples drawn from a number of countries and contexts. No 
previous knowledge of art, art history or queer theology is necessary. 

IST  2172 Congreg.Educ.&Spiritual.Formation HY 

This course explores the role of the local congregation as a formative and transformative 
environment for faith, commitment, and knowledge of the religious tradition. the educative 
work of the local congregation has been deeply challenged by a culture in which 
institutional affiliation has become less important. Additionally, persistent cultural norms of 
racism, heterosexism, classism, and other unjust structures creates important tasks for the 
work of formation in the local congregation. Throughout the quarter, students will explore 
existing alternatives for engaging in educational ministry in the context of the local 
congregation, both formally published academic resources and the grassroots 
experimentation documented online. Through careful critical engagement with these 
approaches, students will articulate their own theories and goals for formation and 
transformation of participants in congregational life and create innovative approaches to 
shaping this formative environment within their own vocational trajectory. 



IST  2235 Master's Recital OL, RS 

The masters recital allows graduating students in the professional masters’ degrees to 
reflect upon and synthesize the learning that they have experienced throughout their 
degree program. Engagement with concrete situations, such as case studies and current 
events, will provide opportunities to connect classroom learning to professional settings. 
Students will also have the opportunity to name their vocational hopes and directions with 
their peers and faculty, and participate in other communal conversation and celebration as 
their degree draws to a close. This is a requirement for graduation for all graduates, as it 
serves as the primary means for gathering learning outcomes assessment data for our 
accrediting body. 

IST  2999 Independent Study RS 

Independent Study 

IST  3000 Amer.Ind.Cultures&Relig.Traditions RS 

A survey of the world views of Native American people as these pertain to both inter-tribal 
beliefs and Native American ceremonial life, with an attempt to show how Native American 
practice proceeds from their world view. 

IST  3001 Islam, Gender, Sexuality HY, OL 

This course examines issues surrounding gender and sexuality in Islam. Through a close 
reading of religious texts, critiques of patriarchy, and historical studies, students will be 
challenged to think critically about the construction of gender roles and the regulation of 
sexual practices in Islam. By the conclusion of the class, students will have gained insight 
and understanding regarding the ways modernity has radically altered norms surrounding 
gender and sexual preference in Muslim-majority societies. 

IST  3002 HB 
Top:Violence,Territory, 
Identity and the Hebrew 
Bible 

RS 

 

IST  3003 HB Topics: Empire RS 

 

IST  3004 HB Lit: Genesis HY, OL 

Interpretation of selected Hebrew Bible literature. Each course focuses on a book or 
selected topic. Different courses are offered each year. Introduction to Hebrew Bible is 
prerequisite for all Hebrew Bible literature courses. (THEO 6103) 



IST  3005 N.T. Lit: Romans RS 

Interpretation of selected New Testament literature. Each course focuses on a book or 
selected topic. Different courses are offered each year. Introduction to New Testament is 
prerequisite for all New Testament literature courses. (RLGN 4145) 

IST  3006 Fanon, Foucault, and 
Friends 

RS 

Readings of the primary sources of postcolonialists (mainly Fanon) and postmodernist 
(mainly Foucault) to explore creating ethical approaches to globalized manifestations of 
race, class and gender oppression. Special attention will be given to the use of Christianity 
as a liberationist response to global structures of oppression in spite of its historic use in 
causing much of said oppression. (THEO 6356) 

IST  3007 Race, Gender, Class:Hist&Soc.Scient 
Analy/Indiv.Inst&Syst.Racism/Mod.W 

RS 

An historical survey of the role of racism, sexism and classism in shaping the oppressive 
institutional structures of the existing world order and of how sociological analysis of these 
structures can help justice and peace activists direct effective action toward the elimination 
of race, gender and class oppression. The systemic link between racism and other forms of 
structural oppression, including sexism and classism, will be addressed. (THEO 6304) 

IST  3008 SC Struggles: Pine Ridge RS 

An umbrella designation for a number of courses, each investigating particular issues 
related to justice, peace and social change contexts. Recent offerings include Community 
Organizing, Disrupting Privilege, Issues of the Global Economy, Conflict Transformation and 
Pine Ridge and Colonial Residue. May be repeated for credit. 

IST  3009 Ethics of Neoliberalism 
&Globalizat 

RS 

People of faith have responded to the triumph of the free market economy around the world 
in a variety of ways. To some, “neoliberalism” seems to hold the key to sustained economic 
growth worldwide and, eventually, to nothing less than the eradication of poverty itself. To 
others, it represents the unleashing of corporate greed on a scale previously unknown, with 
momentous and often disastrous consequences for the working poor, the economically 
marginalized, and the environment. Does the new global economy signify the lifting of all 
boats or the race to the bottom? Does it further Christian ethical values, or subvert them? 

IST  3010 Pilgrimage/Comparative 
Perspective 

RS 

This is a comparative course that examines the dynamics of pilgrimage from a number of 
different angles - theoretical, doctrinal, ritual, social - and which utilizes a variety of sources 



- including classical, ethnographic studies of actual pilgrimages, and focused studies of 
particular pilgrimage places - with the goal of gaining a thorough understanding of the 
phenomena of pilgrimage in all of its complexity. (THEO 6447) 

IST  3011 NT Sem: Language & Text RS 

This seminar focuses on advanced Greek grammar, reading and vocabulary building; textual 
criticism,; and reference tools. At least one full year of greek language is required. 

IST  3012 Topics: The Atheism 
Controversy (Issues in 
19th Century Theology) 

RS 

In 1799 J. G. Fichte, arguably the most prominent philosopher of his day, was forced to 
resign his position at the University of Jena because of his alleged atheism (Spinozism 
would have been a more accurate label). The charges against Fichte go to the heart of 
several important philosophical and theological issues: the doctrine of God, freedom and 
determinism, theological anthropology, and the possibility of knowledge. This course 
introduces students to the most pertinent writings from this controversy and the central 
figures related to it in an effort to engage these perennial philosophical and theological 
issues in a sophisticated manner. 

IST  3013 Kierkegaard 
&ExistentialistTheology 

RS 

Kierkegaard and the origins of existentialism; twentieth-century forms of existentialism and 
recent developments; the decline of neo-orthodoxy and resurgence of phenomenology. 
(THEO 6407) 

IST  3014 Hispanic Ethics & 
Theology 

RS 

The primary sources of Latino/a theological and ethical thought will be read to discover its 
foundational tenets. The course will explore this contextual approach to religion to discover 
how it could serve to liberate the Latino/a community from prevalent oppressive social 
structures. Comparisons will be made with Eurocentric ethics and theology. (THEO 6359) 

IST  3016 Soc.Just.Glob.Cntx:Zimbabwe 
&So.Af. Cultural Immersion 
Learning Proj. 

RS 

This course is 15 day immersion trip to Zimbabwe and South Africa. Students can take the 
course for two credit hours. The course is designed to provide participants with first-hand 
exposure to social justice problems in global contexts. Participants will attend expert 
seminar presentations on global social justice issues in the context of Southern Africa and 
undertake site visits to areas of concentrated poverty, selected development projects, 
HIV/Aids clinics, orphanages and youth and women’s self help projects. 



IST  3017 Top:columbusday 
&Hist.Christ.Denial 

RS 

An umbrella designation for a number of courses, each investigating particular issues 
related to justice, peace and social change contexts. Recent offerings include Community 
Organizing, Disrupting Privilege, Issues of the Global Economy, Conflict Transformation and 
Pine Ridge and Colonial Residue. May be repeated for credit. 

IST  3018 Abrahamic 
Traditions:Iss.Soc.Just. 

RS 

Abrahamic traditions have yielded complex religious responses to oppression and social 
injustice. This course examines some of those responses in relationship to governance, 
economics, war, health, and sexuality through the lenses of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. 

IST  3019 History of Heresy RS 

While the term heresy has a particular Christian connotation, the history of the term tells a 
far more complex story. This course investigates the development of the Christian discourse 
or language of heresy in the ancient world. With particular attention to its Jewish and Greek 
antecedents, students will discover just how Christians transformed a neutral, descriptive 
term, which meant “choice,” into a pejorative, proscribed title of error and falsity. Students 
will come to see that Christian authors consciously and carefully gendered, Judaized, 
Hellenized, and racialized heresy and the heretics. Students will read a range of primary and 
secondary sources, which reveal this process of creating a Christian taxonomy of heresy. 

IST  3020 Theories of Religion and 
Media 

RS 

Explores the discourses at the interface of communications, cultural and religious studies on 
the mediation of religion in contemporary digital culture and in the history of religion. 

IST  3021 Education & Social Change RS 

This course investigates the role of education in maintaining and transforming social 
structures, identity, and commitments. We will examine how educational practices can 
contribute towards social change in both religious and public settings. 

IST  3022 Augustine & His 
Influence: 400 CE 

RS 

Theological contribution of the great North African Bishop; his major writings such as 
Confessions and his anti-Pelagian, anti-Donatist and anti-Manichaean writings. 

IST  3023 Muslims,Jews&Christians/Med.Spain RS 

An exploration of the Golden Age of cross-cultural encounters that occurred in Medieval 
Spain from the Muslim conquest in 711 to the fall of Granada and expulsion of the Jews in 



1492. This course offers an overview of the historical and ecumenical dimensions of Jewish, 
Christian, and Islamic coexistence, known as “La Convivencia” and critical reflection on the 
relevant lessons this era still holds in the post-9/11 period. 

IST  3024 Feminist Theology RS 

Analysis of feminist theology with attention to methodological issues, the relation of 
contemporary feminist visions to historical material, the ideas of God/Goddess and the 
question of what it means to be female. Prerequisite: at least one introductory level 
theology course. 

IST  3025 Comparative Mysticism HY 

This course examines the problems inherent in the study of “mysticism,” a construct often 
used to describe an immediate experience with the Divine. Students will gain a theoretical 
understanding of the key issues in the field as well as how elements such as political power 
and gender formulate mystical experience. After examining some approaches to the subject, 
we will explore how different religious traditions contemplate these experiences and what 
this tells us about mysticism. 

IST  3026 Money and Social 
Cohesion 

HY 

This course examines the nature of money from religious, sociological, and economic 
perspectives attempting to simultaneously problematize our common notions of money 
while also expanding its applicability to our various local contexts (churches, non-profits, 
community functions, etc). This is not a course on finance (as in how religious communities 
or non-profits raise, spend and manage money) but rather will explore the complexity of 
using money in a plurality of contexts. 

IST  3027 Heart/Islam:The 
Qur'an,Muhammad,&Islamic 
Spirituality 

RS 

This course introduces students to the Qur'an, including both the poetic form and the 
prophetic narratives, and examines the narratives that incorporate and expand upon the 
Biblical narratives, while recasting these in fresh ways that are in accordance with the 
Qur'anic vision. We will then move on to the formative events in the life of Muhammad 
while discussing the divergent receptions of his legacy today. Lastly, this class will also 
examine the legacy of Islamic spirituality that emerges from the Qur'an and the prophetic 
experience of Muhammad, as epitomized in the love teachings of Muslim mystics such as 
Rumi. 

IST  3029 Benedictine Spiriual 
Formation 

RS 



Two year weekly training program leading to certification as a spiritual director. Iliff degree 
students may earn up to 8 credit hours over the two years. The program broadens and 
personalizes students’ understanding of Christian beliefs and trains students who discern a 
call to become spiritual directors in practices of listening and discernment. Students apply 
directly to BSFP for admission.  

IST  3030 Benedictine Spiritual 
Formation 

RS 

Two year weekly training program leading to certification as a spiritual director. Iliff degree 
students may earn up to 8 credit hours over the two years. The program broadens and 
personalizes students’ understanding of Christian beliefs and trains students who discern a 
call to become spiritual directors in practices of listening and discernment. Students apply 
directly to BSFP for admission. 

IST  3031 Integrative 
Colloq.Anglican Studies 

OL 

A synthetic approach to the study of Holy Scripture, Church history, ethics, liturgics and 
Church music, studies in contemporary society, and the theory and practice of ministry 
from an Anglican theological perspective. 

IST  3032 PTSD: Spiritual Care 
Practicum 

RS 

This clinically-oriented course teaches intercultural approaches to spiritual care with 
trauma survivors, focusing on their coping and meaning-making. We will use case studies 
and/or qualitative interviews with survivors for research and training purposes. 

IST  3033 Sem.on Pastoral 
Psychology 

RS 

Topics of interest will vary with the needs and interests of students. May be repeated for 
credit. 

IST  3034 PTSD:Pastoral,Psychological, 
&TheolResponses 

OL, RS 

We will use a practical theological approach to understanding traumatic narratives and how 
spiritual practices of compassion prepare us to listen. Readings from psychological of 
religion and intercultural spiritual care and our own spiritual practices will help us listen 
compassionately and become more theologically reflexive when we listen to trauma stories. 
We will use psychological perspectives to understand acute stress responses and post-
traumatic stress (PTS), post-traumatic growth (PTG) and religious coping. We will use 
theological perspectives (theodicies) to compare traditional and contemporary ways of 
understanding traumatic suffering, and, in particular, the moral dilemmas generated by 
trauma and its aftermath. 



IST  3035 Lectionary 
Preach.&Christian Doct. 

HY, RS 

This course is designed to provide students an opportunity to improve their preaching by 
deepening their theological understanding of Christian doctrines in relation to various 
seasons of the Christian year. The course objectives are 1) to gain knowledge about the 
historical and theological development of liturgical seasons and the formation of the 
Christian lectionary, 2) to preach theologically profound sermons relevant to contemporary 
listeners, and 3) to improve preaching skills through critical and constructive sermon 
feedback from peers, the instructor, and locally organized sermon feedback groups (in case 
of hybrid), in addition to self-evaluation.  

IST  3036 Ritual Studies RS 

By reading some of the most important "classic" and recent theorists of ritual, and by 
learning to observe and understand ritual behavior, this class will examine the important 
role of ritual in defining religious groups, creating religious identity, forming religious 
beliefs, and structuring how we view the world. (Alternative for Sequence V requirement 
5SQ108 Intro to Christian Worship) 

IST  3037 The Pursuit of 
Happiness:A History 

RS 

This course provides a historical examination of key concepts, major questions, and 
practices about humanity's search for happiness from the Hellenistic-Roman period of 
Antiquity through the Early Christian and Medieval periods. The content centers on the role 
of Classical moral philosophy and Christian theology in the formulation of eudaemonic 
theories about the problem of happiness in relation to metaphysical and religious influences 
as well as to socio-cultural, political, and institutional norms and practices that shaped 
Christian notions of human purpose and potential. The legacies of these ancient ideas on the 
development of modern assumptions about happiness and human flourishing will also be 
discussed towards the end of the course. 

IST  3038 Buddhist Philosophy HY, RS 

An introduction to the Buddhist philosophical tradition that covers both the different 
philosophical movements within Buddhism as schools of thoughts and major philosophical 
issues, such as the theory of karma and determinism, the nature of mind, proofs for past and 
future lives, theories of knowledge, ethics, the doctrine of emptiness and the nature of 
enlightenment. 

IST  3041 Theological Themes in 
Pastoral Care 

RS 

Theological bases of pastoral care. Contributions of contemporary pastoral care to theology. 



IST  3042 Jewish & Greco-Roman 
Non-CanonicalTexts 

RS 

This seminar examines the Jewish and Greco-Roman context of New Testament literature 
and Christian Origins. 

IST  3043 Being Human in the 
Modern World 

RS 

What does it mean to be human? After a brief survey of traditional Christian answers to this 
question we will focus on the theological anthropology that has become the de facto theory 
of human nature since the emergence of the modern western world in the early 19th 
century. Theological anthropology can be the driver of other doctrines in a systematic 
theology; it also underpins work not necessarily seen as theological, such as ethics, 
development, and human rights. A rich understanding of this anthropology will be 
necessary for theological reflection in our current context. 

IST  3044 Mind &Heart:The 
Spirit/Mediev.Theol 

RS 

The monasteries, cathedral schools, and the emerging universities and mendicant houses of 
the Middle Ages promoted learning and piety. The newly translated Greek philosophical 
texts (especially the works of Aristotle), and Jewish and Islamic commentaries stimulated 
new concepts and language, while raising questions about the interplay between Reason 
and Revelation. However, at its core, theology in the medieval period continued to be 
grounded in the Bible, the writings of the Early Church (especially Augustine), the 
ecumenical creeds and worship. It was essentially the pursuit of wisdom to organize the 
doctrines of the church, to teach the faithful, prepare preachers, deal with heresies, and, 
most importantly, to contemplate and experience God more fully. For the monks, friars, 
church leaders, and mystics learning and erudition was an act of piety. This course will also 
investigate the theological methods and insights of the medieval period, with particular 
emphasis on Abelard, Bonaventure, Aquinas, and William of Ockham. 

IST  3045 English Reformations OL 

This course argues that English Christianity has always been in the process of reformation. 
The Venerable Bede in his Ecclesiastical History of the English People documents this 
tendency in the early middle ages. Henry VIII's reforming turn, the reforms sought by John 
Wesley and by John Henry Newman continued the process. Current upheavals in the post 
colonial era constitute a new chapter in a reformation still underway. 

IST  3046 Preacher as 
Self:Cultivating an 
Authentic Voice 

HY 



The focus of this course is on the self-understanding of the preacher. Using the tool of the 
Enneagram to understand personality type, students will increase self-awareness in order 
to preach more authentically. 

IST  3047 From Text to Sermon HY 

This course will cover strategies and methods for biblical exegesis in the task of composing 
sermons. Students will employ a variety of critical tools and readings to develop sermon 
ideas and full sermons, providing valuable skills and experience for those interested in 
entering parish ministry, or those simply interested in biblical exegesis. 

IST  3048 Schleiermacher/Res.Contemp.Theology RS 

Consideration of the theology of Friedreich Schleiermacher. Analysis of the philosophical 
and theological predecessors of Schleiermacher as well as the tradition of theological 
liberalism that followed him. 

IST  3049 Sufism HY, RS 

This course examines the assortment of attitudes, rituals, and orientations that fall under 
the umbrella of tasawwuf known in the West as “Sufism.” Special attention will be placed on 
pilgrimage (ziyarat) and its mediation between believer, saint, and Allah. 

IST  3050 Methods&Theor/Interpr.Bibl.Txts RS 

A number of methods and theories currently are in use in biblical studies, expanding the 
conversation and questions being asked of the texts and materials. This course examines 
the critical study of biblical texts and contexts through consideration of different methods 
and theories of interpretation. Prerequisite: TX-Depth/Instructor’s permission for Masters 
students. 

IST  3051 Theodicy and Tragedy RS 

A study of tragic and theological literature for use in pastoral care in tragic circumstances. 

IST  3052 H.B. Lit: Deuteronomy HY, RS 

The book of Deuteronomy for centuries has been viewed as laying out a political view of 
Israel’s life together. Josephus, for example, described Deuteronomy as Israel’s politeia or 
“form of government.” Government certainly is an issue in the book, particularly as it 
involves the conduct of self and others. More recently, Deuteronomy is understood to play a 
foundational role in the books of the Former Prophets within the theory of the 
Deuteronomistic History. This course examines these and other critical issues in the study 
of Deuteronomy. Prerequisite: TX-Breadth. 

IST  3053 Religion and Film RS 



Explores the interactions between religion and film. Students relate reading in film 
criticism, aesthetic theory and theological reflection to a range of popular and art films from 
diverse cultures. 

IST  3055 Ethical Persp.on War & 
Peace 

OL, RS 

The aim of this course is to explore issues of war and peace-making from religious 
perspectives, employing a multi-disciplinary approach. To that end, the course is designed 
to have different Iliff faculty approach the issue of war and peace from their specific area of 
expertise, allowing the student to wrestle with a comprehensive approach to this crucial 
issue 

IST  3056 Gospel of Mark HY 

Interpretation of selected New Testament literature. Each course focuses on a book or 
selected topic. Different courses are offered each year. TX-BREADTH is a prerequisite for all 
New Testament literature courses. 

IST  3057 Sects, Cults and New 
Religions 

RS 

An exploration of non-mainstream religious groups. Topics include innovation and 
recruitment; "cult" controversies; sectarian Christianity, gender and sexuality; UFO 
religions; and religion and marginalized racial projects. 

IST  3058 Liberating Sex HY 

The purpose of the course is to search the Christian Scriptures, in spite of its accusations of 
being patriarchal, to find biblically-based guidelines for developing an ethical sexual 
lifestyle that is aware of how racism, classism, and specifically sexism influences the current 
conversation on sexual ethics. The course's focus will be on developing healthy models that 
foster intimacy and vulnerability for a disjointed and at times oppressive community. 

IST  3059 Theology of the Holy 
Spirit 

OL 

The primary purpose of this course is to survey the historical development of 
pneumatology, the theological doctrine of the Holy Spirit. To do this, students will (1) 
examine key texts in the Hebrew Bible and the Christian New Testament that led to an 
understanding of the Holy Spirit; (2) examine historical theological texts on pneumatology, 
from conciliar documents to the Radical Reformation; (3) examine current constructive 
proposals on pneumatology; and (4) write their own constructive pneumatology, with 
attention to its explicit and implicit implications in terms of social and personal praxis. 

IST  3060 Theol.& HY, RS 



Rise/Histor.Conciousness 

Theological work today is done in the context of the rise of the historical consciousness, a 
phenomenon with its roots in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. We inherit a 
fundamentally different worldview from the worldviews of the ancient and medieval worlds 
that gave rise to many of the classical Christian practices and beliefs, and different from 
contemporary non-western worldviews. The historical consciousness leads to a particular 
set of assumptions about Biblical authority, identity and subjectivity, epistemology, the 
relationship of individuals to communities, etc. This class examines important texts in the 
development of the historical consciousness, analyzes issues raised for Christian theology, 
and points to some of the theological resources developed in its wake. 

IST  3061 Sin and Evil RS 

The course is a critical and interdisciplinary exploration of the ideas of sin and evil. Most 
religious traditions have some account of human brokenness, pain and suffering. Christians 
have traditionally used the language of sin and evil to describe these phenomena. These 
ideas implicate a wide range of issues such as human nature, God, the environment, ethics, 
the law, and society itself. In this course we examine the historical, theological, and 
philosophical content of the ideas of sin and evil within various strands of Christianity, and 
in relation to other religious traditions. The course will also critically engage secular 
descriptions of and reactions to sin and evil. 

IST  3062 Identity and the Hebrew 
Bible 

RS 

This course explores diverse constructions of selfhood in the Hebrew Bible in conversation 
with theories of identity and the self from a range of disciplines, including anthropology, 
philosophy, sociology, and psychology. 

IST  3063 Formation of the Bible RS 

This course focuses on the development of the Christian Bible. Some attention, however, 
will be given to the emergence of the Jewish canon, primarily as it relates to and impacts the 
Christian canon. The chronological expanse of the course ranges from the Hellenistic 
through the late Roman period. The approach of the course is necessarily literary and 
historical, but theoretical issues about what constitutes scripture and canon will also be 
given attention. 

IST  3064 Form.Wh.Male Figures in 
Christ.Eth. 

RS 

This course on formative white male figures in Christian Ethics examines the ethical canon 
from a historical perspective. Special attention is given to texts and traditions as living 
changing heritages. 



IST  3065 Empire & the Rise of 
Christianity 

RS 

This course covers approximately the first five centuries of Christian history with a view 
toward understanding the role empire played in the rise of Christianity, both in terms of the 
confluence between Christianity and the Roman Empire as well as its role in the 
development of Christian beliefs, practices, production of discourse, institutions, and 
strategies of social control. 

IST  3066 Am.Christianity & Indian 
Genocide 

RS 

A collaborative research seminar exploring different aspects of the history of the 
relationship between American Christianity and genocidal campaigns against native 
peoples, including the colonial period through the 20th century. 

IST  3067 Forgiveness RS 

In the histories of philosophy and religions, ‘forgiveness’ emerges as a grounding concept 
for thinking about God, self, and community. In this course, examines core texts and 
contexts within a range of religious, philosophical, and theological on forgiveness, ‘loving 
the enemy’, and reconciliation. The course explores both a variety of spaces of forgiveness 
as well as the possibility that the ‘impossibility of forgiveness’ must be allowed to emerge as 
a valued theological, ethical, and civic principle of personal and communal identity. 

IST  3068 Sexualities&Relig/African 
Diaspora 

RS 

Contemplating the evolving expressions of Afro-Diasporic Christianity, Islam, and African 
indigenous spiritualities from the Transatlantic Slave Trade to the present – and exploring 
twentieth century emergences of Buddhism and alternative religious expressions among 
Afro-Diasporic individuals and communities, this course acquaints students with a broad 
landscape of Afro-Diasporic sexual ethics as it relates to personhood through the lenses of 
diverse religious traditions. Methodologically, this class challenges students to identify, 
parse, deconstruct, and reconstruct ethical perspectives that calcify as a result of sexualized, 
gendered, class-oriented, racialized terror and pleasure. Emphasizing the experiences and 
scholarship of Afro-Diasporic women, this course also invites students to uncover ways that 
religions and sexualities can be (re)imagined in terms of praxis to contravene iterations of 
racial, sexual, gender, class-based, and religious violences. Students are prepared to engage 
in the constructive work of designing Afro-futurist discursive approaches to diverse social 
phenomena that develop in tandem with expressions of sexuality and religion in African 
Diaspora. 

IST  3071 Process Theology and 
Spiritual Care 

HY, RS 



This course creates a conversation between process theology and spiritual care. Utilizing an 
aesthetic approach, we will develop a constructive framework of care from themes found in 
process theology. 

IST  3072 Ancient & Emerging 
Practices 

HY 

This course examines ancient Christian practices and engages the ways these practices are 
or could be re-imagined for contemporary and emerging Christian communities. 

IST  3073 Gospel of John HY 

Interpretation of selected New Testament literature. Each course focuses on a book or 
selected topic. Different courses are offered each year. TX-BREADTH is a prerequisite for all 
New Testament literature courses. 

IST  3074 N.T.Lit: 1 Corinthians RS 

Interpretation of selected New Testament literature. Each course focuses on a book or 
selected topic. Different courses are offered each year. TX-BREADTH is a prerequisite for all 
New Testament literature courses. 

IST  3075 Theology 
&Challenge/Postmodernism 

RS 

An examination of representative postmodern thinkers, how they have changed the context 
for theology, and how theology has responded to them. 

IST  3076 Science and the Christian 
Right 

RS 

An examination of the American Christian Right's challenges to mainstream scientific 
theories and practices. Specific topics include the Intelligent Design movement, reparative 
therapy of homosexuality, denial of human-driven climate change, and opposition to stem 
cell research. 

IST  3078 Crisis Care and Pastoral 
Theology 

RS 

Intercultural spiritual care helps people use spiritual practices and theological meanings to 
integrate experiences of suicide, sexual assault, intimate partner violence, addiction, 
disability, and mental illness within particular contexts like the military. 

IST  3079 Health, Healing, Death & 
Dying:Technol.of 
Inspiration & Expiration 

RS 



Through this course, students will encounter a variety of perspectives on the nature, 
morality, justices, and injustices of health, healing, death and dying. 

IST  3080 Material Divinity RS 

This course explores how religion happens in material culture – broadly defined as images, 
devotional and liturgical objects, architecture and sacred space, works of art, and mass-
produced artifacts. 

IST  3081 Early Christian 
Controversy:Augustine, 
Pelagius,& Human Nature 

HY 

This course examines the controversy between Augustine and Pelagius and its implications 
for theological anthropology and soteriology. The course begins with a brief survey of the 
theological situation before the controversy. Then, the body of the course carefully 
examines the controversy with a careful reading of Pelagius’s commentary on Paul’s epistle 
to the Romans and Augustine’s anti-pelagian writings. By way of conclusion the course 
traces the impact of this controversy on contemporary Christian constructions of human 
nature. 

IST  3082 Heb.Bible Lit: Poetry of 
the Bible 

RS 

In this course, we will analyze poems primarily from the books of Job, Lamentations, 
Psalms, 2 Isaiah, and Jeremiah. Class sessions will be divided between studying some aspect 
of Hebrew prosody (e.g., metaphor, parallelism, lineation) and looking at the ways in which 
various poets use these particular devices. We will be particularly interested in identifying 
how poets bring their messages to life, engage their audiences, challenge (or uphold) the 
status quo, and revitalize the community's imagination and, in turn, its faith in YHWH. 

IST  3083 N.T. Lit: Parables in Luke OL 

Interpretation of selected New Testament literature. Each course focuses on a book or 
selected topic. Different courses are offered each year. Intro to New Testament is a 
prerequisite for all New Testament literature courses. 

IST  3084 Theol/Church: 
Ecclesiology 

OL 

What is "the church"? What does the church do? Who decides who's in and who's out? The 
primary purpose of this course is to survey the theological doctrines of "church" and 
community. 

IST  3085 Liberal & 
Evangel.Protestantism/US 

HY 



This course compares liberal and evangelical forms of Protestantism in the United States, 
drawing on both scholarly analysis and popular works. Topics of focus include 
interpretations of the Bible, race, gender, politics, and science. 

IST  3086 Preaching:EnhancngYourUniq.Profile HY 

Every preacher should have a sense of what compels him/her to preach, and what he/she 
brings to the table when preparing sermons. By engaging different homiletical theories, past 
and present, you will explore who you are as a preacher and identify your unique preaching 
profile, including your theology, hermeneutic, purpose and style of preaching. 

IST  3087 ASCEND Spir Integrated 
Care&Cnsling 

RS 

Students will learn about current theory, research and practices relevant to spiritually 
integrated care and counseling. They will integrate course material through case studies 
and other experiential learning activities. 

IST  3088 Spiritual Care in 
Pluralistic Cntxt 

OL 

This course helps students identify their personal values, attitudes, and beliefs and examine 
their own social identities to better understand how these dimensions of self can guide and 
challenge them in pastoral care and counseling settings. Students cultivate cultural 
sensitivity by considering care seekers' social identities and values, and the ways lived 
theologies are shaped by internalized social oppression. These theories and skills are used 
within an intercultural contextual approach to spiritual care that draws upon postmodern 
approaches to religious knowledge. 

IST  3089 Body & Sexuality in 
Hebrew Bible 

HY 

In this class, we will explore the diverse representations of embodiment and sexuality in the 
Hebrew Bible, specifically in the context of the ancient Near Eastern world. 

IST  3090 Religion in the Public 
Square 

RS 

What is the proper role of religion in the public debates necessary to healthy democracy? 
Some argue that religion in the public square threatens the fundamental democratic right, 
the freedom of conscience; others that only religion can inculcate the communal values that 
make democracy possible. This course examines the best and most prominent arguments in 
this contemporary debate. 

IST  3091 Ethics of Toni Morrison RS 



An in-depth treatment of the works of Toni Morrison and the ethical frameworks treated in 
her work. 

IST  3092 Preaching for Preachers OL 

Preaching workshop for students preaching every week in an appointment. Capacity to 
video your preaching each week required. Focus on improving content and delivery for 
your congregation's preferred worship way(s). 

IST  3093 MoralStress,Resilience,Integration OL 

Moral stress arises from shame/guilt/fear of causing harm involving conflicts in values. 
Moral injury arises from traumatic stress that is more shame than fear based, and has been 
research extensively among military personnel. Spiritual integration of moral stress and 
injury uses spiritual practices and theological meaning-making to compassionately identify 
life-limiting embedded shame-based values, beliefs, and ways of coping with moral stress 
and injury (lived theologies) in order to compassionately understand the origins of moral 
stress and injury. Relational resilience is the outcome of spiritual integration based on 
spiritual practices fostering compassion and more complex theological ways of 
understanding moral conflicts, stress and injury. 

IST  3094 Theology of Paul Tillich RS 

This course provides an introduction to the systematic theology of Paul Johannes Tillich 
(1886-1965). It explores the content and form of Tillich’s theological method and his unique 
contribution as a Christian existentialist. Key considerations of Tillich throughout the 
course include 1) his personal theological formation 2) the content and form of Tillich’s 
theology and method as shaped within the historical, religious, and cultural context of Nazi 
Germany to the McCarthyism, and 3) the relevance of Tillich as a conversation partner for 
thinking theologically about the contemporary intersections of theology and culture. (RLGN 
4623) 

IST  3095 Theories of Difference RS 

This course aims to explore the variety and continental range of interdisciplinary 
approaches to the study of Difference in Philosophy, Theology and Social Theory in western 
and non-western cultures. Of particular interest is the manner in which Difference is 
thought to structure and construct thought, reality, and human identities. The range and 
variety of the approaches examined will include those of Gilles Deleuze, Martin Heidegger, 
Martha Nussbaum, Seyla Benhabib, and Sara Ahmed. 

IST  3096 Violence&Toleration/Medieval 
Europe 

RS 

This course examines a wide range of texts and events from the 11th to the 16th centuries 
dealing with various forms of violence across the medieval world and contrasts these with 
medieval notions of toleration in theological and political discourse. Among the topics to be 



covered will be the Peace of God and the Truce of God, feudal warfare and its legacy, the 
Crusades and their impact upon the Latin West as well as the Arab world, anti-Semitism in 
the Latin West, persecution of heretics and witches, church and State struggles, and the 
various dialogues of mutual, theocentric edification among Islamic, Jewish, and Christian 
authors. (RLGN4507) 

IST  3097 War: Moral & Pastoral 
Perspectives 

OL 

This course explores moral and pastoral perspectives on war and peace that are 
contextually relevant in encounters with persons and communities experiencing the impact 
of war and military service. We will begin with our own stories about the impact of war on 
our lives, in order to explore the embedded theologies/moral orienting systems (values, 
beliefs and behaviors) elicited by the case studies drawn from fiction, film, and writings 
about war and military service. We will use our discussion posts and responses to 
demonstrate capacities for intercultural spiritual care (Doehring, 2017), as we listen 
empathically across theological and moral differences about war. 

IST  3098 Theology & the 
Construction of Race 

HY 

Several important books have recently been published making the case that religion, and 
more specifically, Christian theology, have played a constitutive role in creating the ideas of 
race and racial hierarchies. This course is an extended argument (with which students are 
free to agree or disagree in part or in whole—in any case they will become familiar with the 
relevant literature and concepts) that 1. In significant ways religion and race are modern, 
not universal or permanent, constructions; that 2. Religion and race are two of the very few 
fundamental conceptual building blocks of the modern world, such that, no matter what one 
thinks of religion and race, one is unable to think or operate in the modern world without 
them; and that 3. Religion and race are mutually imbricated in such a way that, even when 
race is not explicitly a topic of discussion or observation, modern religion is always already 
racialized. (RLGN4413) 

IST  3100 Greek Reading RS 

Selected readings from the New Testament and other early Christian literature. Greek I, II, 
and Exegesis are prerequisites (offered each year). May be repeated for credit. 

IST  3101 Holy Spirit:History & 
Traditions 

RS 

What have Christian believed and written about the Holy Spirit through the centuries? Why 
does Pentecost show up in such different ways across the pages of Christian theology and 
literature? The midst of the European Enlightenment, why did John Wesley hold such 
special reverence for the role of experience in Christian thought and education? Why has 
the Pentecostal legacy functioned simultaneously as a subversive trope for critiquing 



dominant church paradigms while also sparking creative, re-interpretations of Christian 
tradition among so many reformers? These are just a few of the questions explored in this 
class as we discuss historical and theological works by contemporary scholars in 
pneumtology and church history. 

IST  3102 Atheists, Secularists & 
Nones 

RS 

An examination of non-religious and/or non-affiliated populations, with a primary focus on 
the United States. We will explore: 1) the variety of beliefs among those not affiliated with 
religious institutions; 2) different social expressions of atheism; 3) the implications of 
recent religious trends for debates about secularization in the modern West. 

IST  3103 God/Mod.Wrld:The 
Pantheism Controv. 

HY 

In 1783 the Pantheism Controversy, at first private between two philosophers and their go-
between, then very public, broke out in Germany. This controversy played an important role 
in changing the course of modern philosophy and theology, especially on the topics of 
freedom and determinism, theological anthropology, and most especially the doctrine of 
God. By the time the controversy had played out every major German thinker had weighed 
in, and these writings provide still-relevant resources for contemporary philosophers and 
theologians engaged in these issues. This course introduces students to the most pertinent 
writings from this controversy. 

IST  3104 Judaism,Gender, & 
Religion 

RS 

Germans refer to the period of roughly 1770-1850 as the Sattelzeit, or “Saddle Era”—the 
time between the end of the early modern world and Europe and the modern world. During 
this era basic assumptions that we continue to make about what religion is and what gender 
is are constructed. This is also the era when what we think of a Judaism is re-shaped in 
major ways. Through a close reading of primary texts by Jewish women we will examine the 
intersection of gender, Judaism, and religion and examine the modern construction of these 
categories. 

IST  3105 Holocaust and History HY 

Historiography is the practice of making meaning out of the past. Sometimes the past resists 
this process, because of the inadequacy of our sources, the limitations of our perspectives, 
or because the past cannot be rendered meaningful. This course considers the Holocaust, 
the systematic extermination of Jews and others in mid-20th century Europe, and it asks 
what meaning can be made. Beginning with Christian anti-Semitism and ending with the 
ramifications of Shoah (“there can be no poetry after Auschwitz”), this course asks how to 
make meaning from the meaningless and how to do historiography in the face of the past.  



IST  3106 Migration and the Bible RS 

Migration and people on the move pervades the Bible, from Adam and Eve to Jesus. This 
course examines migration in the Bible and the resources it offers for responding to the 
current realities of migration, immigration, exile, deportation, and other aspects of 
migration in the world today. A range of perspectives on migration and the Bible are 
considered, including denominational resources, international aid agencies, and theoretical 
viewpoints. 

IST  3109 Womanism: The Physics 
of Womanism 

RS 

Womanist thought has transformed the academy and various ways of engaging the world; it 
has intersected with many fields of study and research. While the seminal texts in 
womanism point to possibilities of engagement with the sciences, these intersections have 
not been thoroughly explored. This course provides an introduction to the theoethics of 
womanism through an inquiry into the physics and science, more broadly, of womanism. 

IST  3110 Asceticism & Monasticism HY 

Two seemingly universal elements in the world’s religious traditions are the interrelated 
phenomena of asceticism and monasticism. This course explores a variety of ascetic and 
monastic contexts from a comparative perspective. 

IST  3112 Theologies/Vulnerability 
& Depend. 

RS 

Using the category of "disability" as a starting point, this seminar examines constructive 
theologies in which attention to human vulnerability, limitation, and interdependence is 
fundamental to religious thought and practice. It presents "ableism" as a form of social 
injustice, emphasizing its intersections with other forms of oppression. It names 
Christianity's past and present complicity in ableism, while also highlighting the tradition's 
resources for effective opposition. Consideration expands beyond persons with disabilities 
to include common phases of life like infancy and frail old age. The course's primary aim is 
to equip students to articulate theologies that affirm that which ableism devalues. 

IST  3113 G*d & Tupac HY 

A rapper, recording artist, activist, and philosopher, Tupac Shakur has withstood the test of 
time as an icon through whom those who study him and his work are challenged to believe, 
think, live, and act differently. This course will provide an in-depth introduction to the life 
and work of Tupac Shakur through an engagement with his music, his writings, writings 
about him, his family, and his faith. 

IST  3137 New Testament Greek 
Exegesis 

OL, RS 



Continuation of Greek II with a focus on exegetical method (offered every other year). 

IST  3161 Pastoral Care & Human 
Development 

RS 

This course explores Erik H. Erikson’s life cycle theory as a resource for the pastoral care of 
children, adolescents, young adults, adults, and older adults. Attention is given to Erik 
Erikson's psychoanalytic orientation and the development of his life cycle theory over the 
course of his career. The course encourages the use of developmental theory to deepen the 
student’s introspective reflection and vocational orientation. By focusing on the work of a 
single author, this course is meant to illustrate how a pastoral theology student may use the 
work of a prominent psychologist in the development of a dissertation topic. 

IST  3186 Hebrew Bible Exegesis OL, RS 

Continuation of PJ 1012 with a focus on exegetical method (offered every other year.) 

IST  3998 Indep.Project in Field 
Education 

RS 

Independent Project in Field Education 

IST  3999 Independent Study RS 

Independent Study 

IST  4000 MDiv Internship HY, OL, RS 

The purpose of this course is to further professional formation through critical reflection on 
and consultation about your internship experience with peers and faculty within the 
seminar setting and course assignments. As a requirement of the MDiv and MASJE degrees, 
students complete a 420-hour Internship and concurrent 30-week Internship Seminar 
during the Fall, Winter, and Spring quarters of one academic year. All three quarters must 
be completed in sequence within a single academic year. Internship Seminars are offered in 
residential and hybrid-online formats, and meet weekly for 2.5 hours or its equivalency for 
three consecutive quarters. 4 credits/quarter totaling 12 credits. IST 4000 offered in fall, 
IST 4001 offered in winter, IST 4002 offered in spring. 

IST  4001 MDiv Internship OL, RS 

The purpose of this course is to further professional formation through critical reflection on 
and consultation about your internship experience with peers and faculty within the 
seminar setting and course assignments. As a requirement of the MDiv and MASJE degrees, 
students complete a 420-hour Internship and concurrent 30-week Internship Seminar 
during the Fall, Winter, and Spring quarters of one academic year. All three quarters must 
be completed in sequence within a single academic year. Internship Seminars are offered in 
residential and hybrid-online formats, and meet weekly for 2.5 hours or its equivalency for 



three consecutive quarters. 4 credits/quarter totaling 12 credits. IST 4000 offered in fall, 
IST 4001 offered in winter, IST 4002 offered in spring. 

IST  4002 MDiv Internship OL, RS 

The purpose of this course is to further professional formation through critical reflection on 
and consultation about your internship experience with peers and faculty within the 
seminar setting and course assignments. As a requirement of the MDiv and MASJE degrees, 
students complete a 420-hour Internship and concurrent 30-week Internship Seminar 
during the Fall, Winter, and Spring quarters of one academic year. All three quarters must 
be completed in sequence within a single academic year. Internship Seminars are offered in 
residential and hybrid-online formats, and meet weekly for 2.5 hours or its equivalency for 
three consecutive quarters. 4 credits/quarter totaling 12 credits. IST 4000 offered in fall, 
IST 4001 offered in winter, IST 4002 offered in spring. 

IST  4003 MASJE Internship Seminar HY, RS 

MASJE students complete their internship over the summer term and concurrently register 
for this hybrid Internship Seminar, which meets in person twice for two-day praxes at both 
the beginning and end of the summer, and online throughout the summer. Prerequisite: 
Vocation and Orientation; Identity, Power and Difference; and Phase I of the Consultation 
and Guidance process. 8 hours, Pass/Fail 

IST  4004 Clinical Pastoral 
Education 

RS 

CPE is the required form of internship for MAPSC students and an additional experience 
available to MDiv students under supervision and directed by the Association for Clinical 
Pastoral Education. Students making this course a part of their Internship requirement 
must submit a petition to the director of Professional Formation before enrolling. 8 hours 
(may be spread over two quarters), Pass/Fail 

IST  4005 MA/MTS Thesis Proposal 
Seminar 

OL, RS 

This course is designed to provide support and structure to students in the first phrases of 
thesis development. Assignments will be geared toward teaching effective and sophisticated 
research practices as well as writing and argumentation skills. In this class, students will 
define and refine their topic, thesis, and points of evidence in order to produce a proposal 
and a detailed outline of the thesis. Note: students will be expected to consult with a faculty 
advisor and a second reader at two points in the quarter. Within the first two weeks of the 
quarter, students should plan to discuss the viability and scope of their topic. After 
submitting their proposal at mid-quarter, they should seek their faculty readers’ guidance 
to refine and revise the proposal and discuss the next phases of thesis development. 



IST  4006 CPE Integration Praxis HY, RS 

This course helps students integrate their completed CPE experience into their professional 
formation and ongoing coursework at Iliff. Students will form a cohort group to discern how 
their CPE experience is part of their vocational discernment process at Iliff. A verbatim case 
study will be used to explore how students embodied their faith and core values through 
practice, including expressing respect for diverse spiritual/religious identities and 
traditions. Case studies will also be used to analyze their engagement with and systemic 
assessment of their CPE context, especially in terms of leadership opportunities for 
increased agency and efficacy working towards social justice and peace. 

IST  4995 MA/MTS Thesis RS 

MA Thesis Project/Research 

IST  4998 Advanced Community 
Praxis 

RS 

As a supplement to the PPSF Curriculum it normally follows the successful completion of 
Internship or CPE. 

IST  6208 Theology & 
Psychodynamics 

RS 

Seminar comparing theological and psychological interpretations of dynamics and issues in 
pastoral counseling and psychotherapy. Readings, case analyses and reaction and seminar 
papers. 

IST  6402 Colloq.Comp.Study of 
Religion 

RS 

Critical analysis of the literature concerning (a) methods, (b) primary problems and (c) 
perspectives in the comparative study of religions. Examination of historical, 
anthropological, psychological and phenomenological approaches to the study of religions. 


